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AuT. III. — The Indian Travels of ApoHonius of Tyana. By 
Osmond De Beauvoir Piuaulx, Esq. 

[Read imh Fehrmnj, 1859.] 

Piiir.osTRATUS, ill his life of ApoUoniiis Tyiinciisis, lias given lui 
accoiiiil of tliat philosopher's visit to India ; and as ho professes to 
have drawn his materials from thn iioto-boolc of Damis, Apollonius's 
fcllou- traveller and friend, as indeed ho professes to have edited that 
note-book much as Hawkesworth edited the journals of Cook, wo may 
fairl}' assnnio that ho has given an original and authentic account of 
India, and tlio only ono that has conio down to us from tlio oliloii 
worlil in a coinploto state. Again, as Apolloiiiiis was tlio only Greek 
who up to tills timo had visited India for other purposes than those of 
war, negotiation, or conimcrco ; as ho visited it to inako himself 
acqu.aiiifcd with its rites, disuijilinc, and doctrines; and as ho travelled 
iinincuinbored by a retinue, and ivas welcomed by its kings, and was, 
with Daniis, for four months tlio guest of its Krahmaiis ; ho, and 
Daiiiis with him, had every opportunity of familiar intcrcoiir.so with 
all cl.asses of its population, and of thus acquiring much and accurate 
information on matters beyond tho reach of ordinary travellers. 
I'hilostratus's account, then, is full of promise ; and I propose to give 
a condensed translation of it, and afterwards to oxainino into its 
authority and value. 

Towards tho close of tho first half century of our era, Ajiollonius 
beiiift then upwards of 40 years of ago' and resident at Antioch, set 
out to visit India, its Brahmans and Srainans (Vfpiiavfs). Ho took 
with him only two family slaves, to act apparently as his secretaries' ; 
iirrived at Nineveh, ho met with and was joined by Pamis, a native 
of llie place, who recommendod himself to his notice by a practical 
knowledge of the road to IJabyloii, and an acquaintaiieo with the 
Persian, Armenian, and Cadusiau languages. Together thoy journey 

' Yet lio spejilis oriiimsclfnaayouiigman, »rpo(ri(Kei>/ yap vnpavSpi niroiti;/i(i>> 
—I. H. Ill c. 

'-' I iirosHiiic lliis from tlieir qiinlificntioiis ; the one is a Rooil, tlio utiicr n quick 
pcniiiaii : /ifrn Jwoii' Oipanovroti', oiirfp avT<j) KaTfitKii) iforiip, it fiiv <C r«X"t' 
ypa<liiOf, y IS KdWof. — fft. 
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oil to Uabylon, but warnci.1 hy a dream first turn aside to visit 
Cassia and tlioso Erotrians, whom Darius, 500 years before, liad 
Hottlcd there, and whom they find still Hiicaking Greek, and still, us 
tlioy heard, using Greek letters', and still dwelling near that wondrous 
fountain Ilorodotuu so carefully described. 

At Babylon, Apollonius and his friend and attendants remain 18 
months ; and then, in the beginning of summer, |n'ocecd for India on 
camels, and with a guide furnished by the Parthian king Bardano.s. 
Of their route we know only that it lay through a rich and jdeasant 
country, and that the villages thoy pissod hurried to <lo tlicui honour 
and to SH))ply their wauls ; for a gohl plato on their leading camel 
ainiounccd them guests of the king. Wo now hear of them enjoying 
the iicrfnmcd air' at the foot of Caucasus, the Hindu-kuh, which, 
while it separates India from Jlodia, extends by one of its branches 
to tho Rod Sea'. Of this mountain, they hoard from the barbarians 
myths like those of the Greek. They were told of Prometheus anil 
Hercules, not tho Theban, and of tho eagle ; some pointed to a 
cavern, others to tho mountain's two ])eaks, a stadium apart, as the 
place where Prometheus was bound, and his chains, though of what 
made it Is not easy to guess*, still hung, Damis says, from tho rocks. 
Ifi.s memory too is still dear to the mountaineers, who for his sako 
still pursue the caglo with hate; and now lay snares for it, and now 
Avith (lory javelins destroy its nost". On the mountain (hoy find tlio 



' Tlu! Oi^i'iiiaim wliuiii Tlicoiloric in llic kInIIi euiiliiry located in tliu inoiiiitaliis 
of tlio Viccnliuo, niirl wlio nro known us tho " Sctto Comniinii," arc to tlii.s day 
(Imnmna ; nn<I tlic l'"rcncli refugees after the Kdict of Nantes, wlio settled at 
J''rie<lrieli»durf in llvssc Ilui-iliiirf;, arc .still Freneli ; that these ICretrlnns then 
Hliunid during ho numy years iiuvc retained tlieir language and cuHtonis is nothing 
very extraordinary. Itut \h it not Ktrango that from tlio <lay of tlieir oxjiulsion 
from Orcece their voice lias never been heard wive in lliese [lage.s of I'hilostralus ? 
and almost incredible, that, though so near to Dabylon, thoy escaped the notice of 
Alexander and his historians, who the ono so signally punished, and the other so 
carefully recorded the punishment of the perfidious and self-exiled Uranchidie ? — 
Strabo I. xi. xii. c. 49. 

- So KurncH describes the plain of J'csbawar, " thyme and violets perfumed the 
uir," (C'abool, ii. 7('.) At Muchneo "a sweet aromatic Bmell was exhaled from 
tliu grass anil plants," (ib. lUI). 

" Wilford says " the Indian ocean is called Arunoda, or tho Red Sea." (As. 
lies. viii. p. 3l(i) 

■< Km Siaiia i Ao/ii; ai'ij^Oni TidV iTiTp(i>v Xtyji, ov paSta irt'/ijSnXXdc ri;i' 
uXijc— II. U. 3 c. 

'■' The same talc is in Arriau and Strabo. Wilford thus accounts for it : not 
far from ISanyani is the den of Garuda, the bird-god ; he devoured some servants 
of Maha Deva, and this drew upon liim tho rcsc^ntmont of that irascible deity, 
whose servants aro called I'tamat'has.— As. Ilea. viii. 25!). 
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people already inclined to black', and tlio n»cn four cubits liigli : on 
tbe otbcr side tlio Indus tlio men rencbed fivo cubits'. On tbeir way 
to tbo river, as tboy were going along in tlio brigbfc moonsbino, an 
Knipusa mot tbcni, tvlio now in this form now In that, pursued tbeni ; 
but Apollonius, and bis companions at bis instigation, railed at it, the 
ouly safeguard agaiust it, till it fled away jabbering'. 

As they approached tbo sunnnit of tbo mountain, — tlie dwelling 
of the Gods as their guide tohl tlicni, — tboy found (ho road so sloop 
tlint they were obliged to go on foot. On the other side, in the 
country between Caucasus aiul tbo Cophcn*, tboy met men riding on 
elcpbauts, but they were only (dopliant berdsmen j others on 
dromedaries, which can run 1000 stadia in a day without rest'. Hero 
an Indian on a dronied.ary rodo up to them and asked their guido 
whither they were going ; and when ho heard the object of tboir 
journey bo told tbo herdsmen, who shouted for joy, called to them to 
coino near, and gave them wine and honey, both got from the palm; 
and also slices of lion and panther flesh, just killed". They accepted 
everything but tbo flesh, and rodo onward in an easterly direction. 

At a fountain thoy sat down to dinoj and, in the courso of 
conversation, Apollonius observed that thoy bad mot numy IiidiauH 
singing, d.ancing, and rolling about, drunk with palm-wine', and that 
tbo Indian money was of orichalcum and bronze — purely Indian, 
and not stamped like the Roman .and Median coins'. 

' Strabo xv. I. c. §13. Arrian, IiuUcn, c. vi. 

' Oiicsicritus Frng. Hist. Alex. DIdot., p. fiS, § 25. Lord C'onnvnllis (Correa- 
poutlcncc) remarks on the great height of the llcngul Scj)0}'s ; Sir C. Nnpicr (Life) 
tliinivs our infantry average two inches below tlicni, but cover more ground. Tall 
men therefore } but five cubits ! 

' " At the foot of the Indus and Cftbool river . . . nu ignis fatuus shows itself 
every evening." — Ihirnes, II., p. 'iU. 

■• Ooiihcn, the Cabool. Cnuensii!) GrAvalirtsiisi, llic briglit rock niunntain, 
Dohlon, "D.18 Alto Indieii," I. p. J 2. 

' Klphinslonc s.ij-s " An elderly minister of Hie K.ija of Bikanccr . . . Iind 
jnst come on n cimol I7B niilo.'? in three dajs. (Caiibnl, Intrndiiution, p. 2;i<), I. v.) 
Sir C. Nnpior mentions a miircli of 1)0 or !)0 miles by his oitmvl corps without a 
halt (" Life of Sir Ch. Nnpier," II., 4111), and Ims no donht willi riding oamelH 
of nmiching 200 miles ill "111 houia.^III., 7**. 

'' Aiicxaggcrnlion of a reiniirkof Arrian's, probably : i'lrc^nym Se , , , , Iwot 
naiv, ocoiyt /III ofuot oiirw>''ui/roi{e ra Ointiin Kpm airtovra. ("Iiidic.i,"xvii. § ."i) 
e.g. "bears' llcsh and nnylliing else they can get (Elphinstonc of Caiillristauii, ib, 
II., 434), "thoy all eat Ib^sli half raw,"— i*. 4:i0. 

' Of the some nioiinlainccrs, Klphinslono : " (hey drink wine to excess " {ib.) 
JEVian, I. Gl, speaks of (he Indian drinking boats ; Pliny of the wiiin: " Ilcliipios 
viiium lit Indos pahiiis cxpriiiioro" (Ili.st. Nat., vi, ."(2). 'J'ho Vishnu I'mana of 
wine from the Kadaiiili.a tree,— p. 07'. note 2. 

^ The Iiidi.'in money is ! v\i) if(Ko/n//(ii;iti'i;, metal refined, prop.ired : the 
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Tlioy crossed the Coplicn, hero not very hroad or deep, tlicmsclvcs 
ill boats, tlich" camels ou foot, and now entered a country subject to a 
king. Hero they saw Mount Nysa ; it rises up to a peak, Ilko 
Tniolus' in Lydia. It is cultivated, and its ascent has thus been 
niado practicable. Ou its suniniit they fouud a moderate sized temple 
of Bacchus ; this toinplo was a circular plot of ground, enclosed by 
a hedgerow of laurels, vines, and ivy', all of which had been planted 
by liacuhus himself, and had so grown and intertwined their branches 
together as to form a roof and walls impervious to the wind and rain. 
In the interior Bacchus had placed his own statue — in form an Indian 
youth, but of white stone. About and around it lay crooked knives, 
baskets, wine-vals in gold and silver, as if ready for the vintage. 
Aye, and the cities at tho foot of the mountain hoar and join in hi^ 
orgies, and Ny.sa itself quakes with them. 

About Bacchus', Philostratus goes on to say — whether speaking in 
liis own person or fron\ tho journal of Damis I know not — Greeks and 
Hindus are not agreed; for tho former assort that tho Tlieban Bacchus 
with his bacchanals conquered and overran India, and they cite, among 
other proofs, a discus of Indian silver in the treasury at Delphi, with 
this iusorij)tion : " Bacchus, Jove and Scmele's son, from India to tho 
Delphian Apollo." But of tho latter, tho Indians of the Caucasus 
bolicvo that ho was an A.s.syrian stranger, not unacquainted however 
with him of Thebes ; wliilo tlioso of tho Indus and Ganges dcclaio 
that ho was the son of the Indus', and that the Thcban Bacchus was 
his disciple and imitator, tliougli ho called himself tho sou of Jove, 

Itnni.-\u Kixapnyiuvti Btnnipcil. la Menu's time gohl and silver coins wore ]nohMy 
unknown, for lie gives (viii, 131,) " llic name of copper, nilvcr, mid gold wci^-lits 
commonly used nniong men :" TAij Kikon-^iuntvii probably ; but when Apollonins 
visited India wo know that money, gold imdHilvor coins were current, issued by tlio 
Indo-Greol; and Indo-Scytliic kings, — vide Lnsson, " linktrische Kiinigo,'' pamim, 

' Nisliiidim, probably, to tlic soutli of Meru (Vishnu I'urana, 167.) Arriau 
similarly connects Tmohis with Nysa (Exped. Alex. v. 1.) 

'■^ Laurels and ivy Alexander finds on Morn ; vines, too, by implication (Arriari 
Kxpcd. v. ii. (i§). ]}uriicu says that in Cabool the vines arc so plentiful tliat the 
grapes uro given for tluco months in tho year to cattle (nl sup. i\. I'M. Sno nki> 
Wilson's Ariana Autiq. p. lO'.i.) 

'■> Chares (" Hiat. Alex.," p. 117, §13) one of the historians of Alexandor, 
speaks of nn Indian god Sopoadiiog, which hi Greek means oii/ojroiof, the wine 
maker, iSanscrit, Suradevas (von nohlen), but the Vishnu Purana knows of no 
wine god, only of a wine goddess {vide p. 7<>). In general, however, IJacchns may 
bo idoutilicd with Siv.-i, and Ilorcnies with Vishnu and Krishna. 

' Tor the Indo-lJacchus myth see Avrian, v. 1, who receives it with hesilation ; 
ami Strabo, XV. 1, 0, who rejiels it; Lassen, ind. Alt. II. IltS ; von liohh^n, 
ulsup., I. 112 ; and Schwanbcck on Wcgasthencs, " Trag. Ilist,," II. 420, Didol. 
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ami jii'ctciulod to liiivo boon liorii of his thigh (jiijpos), from Mcros, ii 
inoiiiitaiii iiciir to Nysa. Tliny add, that in honour of tho Indian 
Uacchus, ho planted Nysa with vinos brought from Tliobos. And 
here, according to liis historians, Alexander cclel)rated his orgies; 
while, according to tho mountaineers, notwithstanding his lovo of 
glory and of antiquity, ho never nsconded the mountain', but satisfied 
himself with prayer and sacrifice at its foot : ho so feared lest tho 
sight of tho vinos should raise in his soldiers, long accustomed to 
water, a longing for wine and tho ease and pleasures of home. 

Tho rock Aornus,' though at no great distance from Nysa, Damis 
pays ho did not visit, as it was somewhat out of their way. lie hoard, 
however, that it had been taken by Alexander ; and was fifteen stadia 
ill height; and that it was called Aornns, not because no bird could (ly 
over it, but because there was a chasm on its summit which drew 
down to it all birds, much like tho Parthenon at Athens, and several 
places in Phrygia and Lydia. 

Ou their way to tho Indus, they fell in with a lad about thirteen 
years old, riding an elephant and urging liim ou with a crooked rod, 
which ho thrust into tho elephant like an anchor. On tho Indus 
itself (hey watched a troop of about thirty elephants, whom sonio 
huntsuicu were pursuing'; and Apollonius admired tho sagacity tlioy 
ilisplayed in crossing tho river, for the smallest and lightest of thorn 
led the way, then followed tho mothers holding up their cubs with 
(heir tnsks and trunks, while tho largest of them brought \i\> tho roar, 
llo spoke of their docility; their lovo for their keeper, how they 
would cat out of his hand like dogs, coax him with their triinlcs, and, 
as he had seen among the nomads, open wide their mouths for him to 
(iirust his head down their throats. He told too, how during the 
night they would bowail their slavery, not with their usual roar but 
with ])iteous moans; and how, out of respect for man, they would at 
his npj)roach stay their wailing; and ho referred their docility and 
ready obcdienco more to their own self-command and tractable nature, 
than to the skill or power of their guide and rider. 

From the pooj)lo they heard that elephants were found in tho 
marsh, tho mountain, and the plain. According to the Indians, tho 

' Accnrdingto Arrinii, ittsu}i, niid II. S, it wns Mcru that Alcxniidor nsccndcd, 
niid Oil Meru timt he fvnstcd and sncrilicnd to Uncvhiis, 

' Aormis; Awnr.a, Awnrniin, a StocUndo. — Wilson Arlniia Antiqiia., p. 102; 
Ijiit Kcnns according to v. Uohlcii, and Itnni-garli according to Lnsscii, Iiidiscliu 
Alterthunis : 140, note 7. 

' ,Tust in tlio same locality (see Arrian, IV. xxx. 7) Alexander first sees a, 
troop of elephants, and afterwards joins in an elephant hunt. 
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iiiiM'sli olupliiiiit is etiipid and idloj- its tcotli ans few and black, and 
often porous or knotted, and will not boar tlio knife. Tiio mountain 
clcpliants are treacherous and malignant, and, savo for their own 
ends, little attached to man; thoir teeth aro small, but tolerably 
white, and not hard to work. Tho elephants of the plain aro useful 
animals, tractable and imitative; they maybe taught to write, and 
to danco and jump to tho sound of tho pipoj their teeth aro very long 
and white, and the ivory-cutter can do with them just what ho 
pleases. Tho Indians use tho elephant in war; Ihcy figiit from it in 
turrets, large enough for ton or fifteen archors or spearnion ; and they 
say that it will itself join in tho fight, holding and throwing tho 
spoar with its trunk as with a hand. Tho Indian olcpliant is of a 
largo size, as much larger than tho Libyan as this tiian tlin NisiCim 
horse. It lives to a great ano, and Apoilonius saw one in Taxila 
which had fought against Alexanrlcr about 350 years before, and 
which Alexander had honoured with the name of Ajax. On its tusks 
wcie golden bracelets, with this inscription: " Ajax to tho sun, from 
Alexander, Jove's eon." The jicoplo were accustomed to anoint it 
with unguents, and ornament it witii garlands'. 

When about to cross tho Indus, thoir liabylonian guide, who was 
unacquainted with the river, presented to tho Satrap of the Indus a 
letter from Bardanes. And tho Satraj), out of regard to the king, 
though no olficor of hi.s, supplied thorn with his own barge for thoin- 
sclvos, boats for thoir camels, and a guide to tho llydraotis. Ho also 
wrote to his sovereign, to beg him that, in his treatment of tiiis Greek, 
and truly divino man, ho would emulate tho generosity of l$ardancs. 

Where they crossed, tho Indus was forty stadia in breadth^ It 
takes its rise in the Caucasus' ; and, from its very fountain, is larger 
(/i€if« avToOfv) than any other river in Asia*. In its course it receives 

' I'liny (viii. v.) describes tlie clopliant ns crossing rivers In the Banic nny, lie 
Bpcnks of tlieir wonderful self-respect, " minis putlor," niul of one called Ajax ; 
Arrinn(lndicu, c. 1 4 and 15) oftlicir grief at being captured, of tlicirnttaebnic^iit lo 
tlioir lieepers, their love of niimic, and their long life extending Iboiigh to but 21^0 
}earH'(OiieHicritus gives them 'MO, and Hometinu^H fiOO yearH. — Strabo, xv.) j 7I''.liuii 
(xiii. §!)), and I'liny (viii.), stale that tboy carry three warriors only, and are um<:\i 
larger than tho African. Tho division into marsh and plain, &c., I Buspect, is 
from .luba. 

' Cicalas (58 g) snys tho Indus is 40 stadia where narrowest, fico Lassen, 
ul supra, II. (i!l7, who accounts for f/tesias' exaggeration (bis rca.st)n.i do not apply 
to DaniiB), and Wilson's Notes on the ludiea of Ctcsias, who excuses it (]>. I.'t;. 

' " Indus .... in jngo Caucasi niontis .... effusus .... nnileviginii accipit 
amucB .... nusi/uum latior qninquafiinta sladiis." — I'liny Hist. Nat., vi. 2.'t. 

'* So Ctcsias, 80 Ibii JJaliita : "The Scinde is the greatest river in the world, 
aud overllowB during thu hot weather just as the Nile docs; and at this time they 
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iiiiiny navigable rivers. Like the Nile it ovcvflowa the country, and 
deposits a mud ; and tluis, aa in Egypt, prepares tiio land for the 
Inisbandnian. It abounds, like the Nile, with sea-horses and croco- 
diles', as they theinsclvos witnessed in crossing it (Ko/iifo/wcot Se Bia rou 
li/fiou) J and it produces too the same flowers. In India the -winter is 
w.arni, the suninicr stifling ; but the licat, providentially, is moderated 
by frequent rains. The natives told hin), that when the season for 
the rise of the river was at hand, the king sacrifices on its banks 
black bulls and horses (black, among them, because of their com- 
l)lexion being the nobler colour), and, after the sacrifice, throws into 
tiie river a gold measure, like a corn measure, — why, the pooi)le 
themselves knew not ; but jirobably, as ApoUonius conjectured, for an 
abundant harvest, or for such a moderate' rise of tho river as would 
benefit the land. 

The Indus passed, their new guide led them straight to Taxihi, 
where was the palace of the Indian king. The people now wore 
cotton, the produce of the conntrj', and sandals made of the fibre of 
(ho p.apyrus' (wjroSijfuiTa /Su^Xou), and a leather cap when it rained. 
The better clnsses wore clad in byssus, a stuff with which ApoUonius, 
who aflcctcd a yellowish colour in his dress, was much pleased. This 
In'ssiis grows on a, tree, like tho poplar in its stem, but with leaves 
like flic willow ; it is exported into Egypt for sacred uses. 

Taxila* was about tlio size of Nineveh, wallctl like a Greek city, 
and was tho residence of a sovereign who ruled over what of old was 
the kingdom of Porus. Just outside the walls' was a temjdo of near 
a hundred feet, of porphyry' (Ai^ou Koy;(uXi(iTou), and in it a shrine, 

$ow <1ie Iniid." Burnes, I tliiuli, shows tliat it carries a greater body of water tliau 
tlio Ciaiigcs. 

' Knilostlicncs gives it Iho Baiiic aiiinials as llio Nile, except tlio sca-lioisc, 
Oiiesicriliis the sca-liorsc nisoi Straho, xv. 1, 13. 

- Sir C Napier attributed a fever wliicli prostrated his army and tlic iiativcB, 
to an extraordinary rise of the Iiidua.— Quarterly Uevicw, Oct. IS.OS, p. 40!). 

' Arrinii's Iiidica : " Tlicir dress is of cotton, their sniidals of leather ;" but 
Herodotus gives the Hgyptiaii priests iWoAij/iKt pvliXiva, II. ;t7. 

* Wilford (As. lies. viii. !Uy),8poa1;8 of Tacshailaand itsrniiis; AVilson ideii- 
tilios Taxila with Taksha-sila of tho Hindus between the Indns and Ilydaspes, in 
the vicinity of Mnnikyala. — Ar. Ant., ]!)(!. Arrian celebrates its sixo and wealth 
(be largest city between tho Indns and tho Ilydaspes. V. II c. ISxped. Alex. 

' Itant ilar,, (Architccturo of the Hindus, p. 3,) of tho temples of Vishnn and 
Siva, says, that the latter should bo without the vill.ngc. Hioucn-Tlisang (I. 151) 
de!<cribes Taxila, and speaks of a stnpa and convent outside thn walls, built by AsoKa. 

"' The topo of Maniliyala, di:8crihed by IOI|iliinstinio. is IDO feet in circnm- 
fcrrnce, and 70 feet high (Ari. Ant. Ml). Lassen (II. Oil and ll.'il) spualis of tho 
influence of Greek art on Indl.in architecture; but adds, that tho Indians built 
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small, considering ilio size of llio temple nnd !ta many columns, but 
still very beautiful. Round the siirino were hung pictures on copper 
tablets, representing tlio feats of Alexander and Porus. In these 
tablets the elephants, horses, soldiers, and armour, were portrayed in 
a mosaic' of orichalcum, silver, gohl, and tinted copper (/i«Xafi x"^"*?) > 
the spears, javelins, and swords in iron ; but tho several metals were 
all worked into one another with so nice a gradation of tints, that the 
]iicturcs they formed, in correctness of drawing, vivacity of expression) 
and Irnthfulncss of perspective*, reminded one of tho productions of 
Zenxis, Polygnotus and Eui)hranor. Tiicy told too of tho noblo 
character of Porus, for it was not till after tho death of Alexander 
that ho placed them in tho temple, — and this, though they rc[iresentcd 
Alexander as a conqueror, and himself as coufjuerod and wounded, 
nnd receiving from Alexander the kingdom of India. 

Tn this tcmplo they wait until the king can bo apprised of their 
arrival. Apollonius whiles away tho time with a conversation upon 
painting, in tho course of which ho remarks that colour is not neces- 
sary to a picture j that an Indian drawn iii chalk would ho known 
as an Indian, nnd black of colour, by his somewhat flat nose, his crisp 
hair, his largo jaws, and wild eyes'. Whilo they are thus talking, a 
messenger and interpreter arrive from tho king, with a permit for 
them to enter tho city, and to stay in it three days, beyond which 
time no strangers are allowed in Taxila. 

They are taken to tho jtalace. They found the city divided by 
narrow streets, well-arranged, and reminding them of Athens. From 
tho streets, tho houses seemed of only one story, but they all had an 
underground floor*. They saw tho Temple of tho Sun, and in it statues 
of Alexander and Poms, in gold, silver, and copper; its walls were 
of red marble, but glittering with gold; tho imago of the god was 
of pearls", h.aving, as is usual with tiio barbarians in sacred thing.'i, a 
Bymbolical meaning. 

with Ijriclt. Tlicy niny, liowovor, liavo faced tliclr buildings with sloiio i nnd tlin 
XiOmj Knyxv\i<iroi; may have liouu of thsit iiorjihyry, or reil m-trhlc, ustd in tin; 
toiuhx nt Taltah. — Life of Sir C. Na|iit!r. iv. .'{8. 

' liasseii (.')i;i-4) statcii, oil Siiighalcao autliorlty, that tho Illndiis wore sliilloil 
hi mosaics! nnd (II. 4'ili^^) lie describes a casket tho figures on whicli he »Hppos<^s 
were of a mosaic of prccioim Htonrn. 

^ 'I'o tvaxi»v, TO tfinvovv, Kai rn fitrtxnv rf, ccii t^ix^^- 

' Arriau, Indica vl,, and eoMiparo with it Vishiui Purana, note 4, p. 100, 
where is a description of the )>ai'harous races of India. 

•' Lassen, ut sup. 014. Tlic underground floor, Elpliinslonc says, even the poor 
have nt I'esliawur. — Cauhid, Introdue., p. 74. 

•'■ " On repi(Sscnte lo solcil la face rouge . . , . scs membrcs soiit prononcci, 11 
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The palace was (listinguislied by no extmoidinary iiiagiiificenco, 
hud was just like the house of any citizen of tlie better class. There 
were no sentinels or body guards, and but few servants about, and 
jierlinps three or four persons who were waiting to talk with the 
king. The sauio simplicity was observable iu the courts, halls, 
waiting and inner rooms ; and it pleased Apollonius more than all 
the pomp of Babylon. When admitted to the king's presence, .Apol- 
lonius, through the interpreter, addressed the king as a j)liilosoi)her, 
and roniplimented him on his moderation. The king, I'hraotcs, in 
answer, said that ho was moderate because his wants were few, and 
that as ho was wealthy, ho em|»lo3'o(I his wealth in doing good to his 
friends, and in subsidizing the barbarians, his ne!ghbo)irs, to prevent 
tluun from themselves ravaging, or allowing other barbarians to ravage 
his tcrritoi'ios. Here one of his courtiers ofTcred to crown him with a 
jewelled mitre, but ho refused it, as well bccau.se all pomp was hateful 
to him, as because of Apollonius's presence. Apollonius now enquired 
into his mode of life. The king told him that he drank but little 
wine, as much aa ho usually poured out iu libation to tho sun j that 
bo hunted for exercise', and gave away what he killed; that, for 
himself, he lived on vegetables and herbs, and the head and fruit of 
tlin palm, and other fruits which ho cultivated with hia own hands.' 
With this account of his kingly tastes and occupations Apollonius 
was delighted, and he frequently looked at Damis. They then talked 
together a long time about the road to the Brahmans j and when they 
had done, the king ordered tho Babylonian guide to be treated with 
the hospitality wont to bo shown to travellers from Babylon, and the 
satrap guide to be sent back homo M'ith the usual travelling allowance; 
and then taking Apollouius by the hand, and ordering tho interpreter 
to leave them, he asked him, iu Greek, to receive Lim, tho kiiig, as a 
table companion. Apollouius, surprised, enquired why he had not 
spoken Greek from the first. " Because," answered the king, " I 
would not seem bold, or to forget that I am, after all, only a barbarian; 
but your kindness, and tho pleasure you take in my conversation, have 
got tho better of mo, and 1 can no longer conceal myself from yon. 
And how I became thus acquainted with Greek I will presently show 
you at large." "But why," again asked Apollonius, "instead of 
inviting nic, did you beg me to invito you to dinner 1" "Because," 

|iiirlo <li'8 jieiidants » tscs orcillcs. Uii collier du jicrlcs lui descend dii voii Biir In 
poitrine."'— Rcinaud, Wrfni. sur I'liidc, |<. 121. 

' " Orinliiii!;, dice, women mid lunUiiig, let the king coiiiiider ns tlic four most 
|ieriiii'i<ms vioo.'s." — Menu, vii. fiO. 

- Arri.m, Iiidicn, .\i. c, (I!?. 
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said tlio king, " I look on yon as tlio bottci' man ; for wisdom is 
abovo royalty (to yap ftunrt\tKOirepov aocjiia <x**')' So Saying, lie led 
liim to tlio place wlioro lio was accnstomcd to bathe.' This was 
a garden, about a sladiuni long, with a swimming bath of cold 
running water in the middle of it, and on each side an exercising 
ground. Hero bo practised the discus and the javelin, Greek fashion', 
and then, when tired. Jumped into tlio water, and exercised biiiLSoif 
with swiinnrtiig, After the bath they went to dinner, crowned with 
garlands', an is usual with the Indiana when they feast in the king's 
palace. 

Of tlio dinner Daniis has given a detailed account. The king, 
and about five of bis family with him, lay on a low couch ; the other 
guests sat on stools. The table was liko an altar, about as high as a 
man's knee ; it was in the middle of the room, round, and as largo 
as would bo a, circle formed by thirty people with joined hands 
standing up to danco, It was strewed over with laurel, and asort of 
myrtio from which tho Indians prepare their unguents, and was set 
out with fish and birds, tho carcases of lions and goats and sows, and 
with tiger loin.s°— tho only part of tho tiger they cat, and this bocausn 
they siipposo that at its birth it raises its fore-paws to the lisin;^ sun. 
Kach giio.st, as ho wanted anytliiiig, got iij) and went to the table; 
and taking a bit of tliLs, cutting oil' a slice of that, he returned to bis 
scat and ate bis fill, always eating bread with his meat. When they 
had had enough, gold and silver bowls, each one largo enough for ten 
guests, wcio brought in, and Iroin tlio.so tlioy drank, sloo|iing douii 
liko cattle. In tho meanwhile, they wore amused by various feats 
which reijuired considerable skill and courage: a javelin was thrown 
up, and at tho same time a boy leaped uptvard, and tumbled bead 
over heels while in tho air, but in such a way that he passed over ilie 
javelin as it fell, and with the certainty of being wounded if he did 

I Tlio old Stole maxim : " Solus Kapicns rex." Olcniius in Pliilost. 

' Ilioucn 'I'lisnng, I. 7<', 71, describes tho nice cleaiilhicsa of the Indiiui.s, but 
cnnliiivM tlio wiiKliliig liel'urc iiicnt to the hands. 

' Moiiii of tho Idiigly duties ; " Having uonsnltcd with bis ininistcrs .... 
having ii.scd exercise beeoining a warrior, and having bathed, hit the liliig enter at 
noon his (irivato aiiartinents for the ]mr|ioso of taUiii;; food" (vii. 2l(j). Hut 
Btrabo (xv. I. SI) say.s, tho Indians use friction ratlua' than gyinnnstic exerelsi.s. 

* " Lo roi el «oH ininistics ornent leurs tctes do giiirlandcH do fleurs."-— Ilioiion 
Tlisang, p. 70, I. v. 

' Strabo, qiioliiig NcaicliiiH, better describes tho Indians, at least be dcscniics 
llieiii as we at this day liiid them : ii>)i't yiip yiiamiijfK'"^ woXXnf Sia ri)t> Xtro-iira 
ri/c otfuTtfi! Kai rtiv antvuif (xv. 1, 45), tbirirfood principally o/^u^^^o^ po^i/n/i', rice 
ciii'i'y oi' piiriidgi' ? — Sj.'ilt. 
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1106 properly tiiiio his somersault; iiulccd tlio weapon was carried 
round, and the guests tested its sharpness. One man also was so 
suro of his aim, that he set up his own son ngaiust a board, and then 
threw darts at the board, so aiming them that, fixed in the board, 
they traced out his son's outline'. 

Diiniis anil tho others were much amused witli these entcrtaiu- 
nieuts; but Ai)olloniu8, who was at the king's tabic, p.iid little attention 
to them; and, turning to tho King, asked him, how ho canio to know 
(ircok, and where ho acquired his philosophy. Tho king, smiling, 
answcreil, " In old times when a ship put into port, tho people used to 
ask its crew if they were pirates', piracy whs then so common. But 
now, though philosophy is God's most precious gift Ionian, tho lirst 
qncstion you Greeks put to a stranger, even of tho lowest rabble, 
is 'Are you a philosopher?' And in very truth with you Greck.<!, 
I speak not of you, Apollonius, philosophy is much tho same as 
piracy, for to the many who profess it, it is liko an ill-fitting garment 
which they have stolen, and in which they strut about awkwardly, 
trailing it on tho ground. And liko thieves, on whom tlio four 
of justice presses, they h.urry to enjoy tho present hour, and give 
themselves up to gluttony, debauchery, .and edbminaoy; .ind no 
wonder, for >vhile your laws 2)unish coiners of bad money, they tako 
no cognizance of tho authors and uttcrers of a false philosopliy. Here, 
on the other hand, philosophy is a high honour, and before wo allow 
any one to study it, wo first send him to the homo of the Brahmans, 
who inquiro into his character and parentage. IIo must shew that 
his progenitors, for thrco generations, have boon without stain or 
reproach, and that ho himself is of pure morals and of a retentive 
intellect. Tho character of his progenitors," the king wont on to s.ay, 
"if of living men, was ascertained from ivitncsses; iind if of dead, 
^v.is known from tlie public records'. For when an Indian died, a 
legally appointed ollicor repaired to his house, and inquired into, and 
.set down in writing his modo of life, and truly, under tho penalty of 
being declared incapable of holding any public ollicc. As to tho 
youth himself, they judged him worthy or otherwise from his oyes, 
eye-brows, and cheeks, which as in a minor roilcct tho mind and 
disposition. 

' A Cliiucso juggler lately iiGrrorinctt tlio snmo feat iu Loudon, 

- Allusiuii to Tliuc}'(1i(te», I. 

' Strabo of tlio Iiulinii city tcdilcs saj's a part took note of the Willis niul dcatliB, 
that tlio birth or death of good or b.id men may be hiiown ! ;»; a^avn^ nif 11! 
kfiiiToi'it Kai x"P<"''C yot'at (cai OavaTot (xv. 1, 51) ; from Megnstlienes, Frag. 
Hist., II. p. i;)!, § 97, nud consult Ilardcsnuestos' account of the 2,'a/iarKini In 
1. iv. c. 17 of Porphyry do Abstlnentiil. 
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Tlio Idiig tlicn told liow liis fatlicr, tlio son of a king, had been 
left very young an orplian ; and how during his minority two 
of liis I'olativcs according to Indian custom acted as regents, but 
with 60 littlo regard to law, that some nobles conspired against 
them, and slow them as tliey wore sacrificing to the Indus, and 
seized upon the govornnieut ; — how on this his father, then sixteen 
years of ago, fled to the king boyond tho Hydaspcs, a greater 
king than himself, who received him kindly, and oflbrcd cither 
to adopt him, or to replace him on his throne ; and how, declining 
this oli'er, ho requested to bo sent to tho Urahmans ; and how the 
Brahmans educated him ; and how in time he married the dangliter 
of tho Ilydaspian king, and received with her seven villages as 
pin-money (<h (o»>i)v), and had issue one son, — himself, Phraotes. 
I'hraotca told of himself, that lie was educated by his father in tho 
Greek fashion till the ago of twelve ; tliat ho was then sent to tho 
lirahmans, and treated by them as a son, for he observed, " They 
especially love those who know and speak Greek, us akin to them in 
mind and disposition ;" that his parents died ; and that in his nine- 
teenth year, just as, by the advice of tho Brahnmns, he %vas beginning 
to take into liis own hands tho management of his estates, ho was 
depnvc<l of them by tho king, hiw nnclo ; and was supported with 
four servants by willing contributions from his mother's frcedmen 
(an(\(v0(puv). And now, as he was ono day reading tlio Ilcra- 
olidiu, ho hears from a friend of his father's, that if ho will return, 
lie may recover the kingdom of his family, but ho must bo quick. 
Tho triigedy he was reading he accepts as an omen, and goes on to 
say :— " When I crossed tho Hydraotis, I heard that, of the usurpers, 
one was already dead, and tho other besieged in this very palace ; so 
I hurried on, proclaiming to tho villages I passed through who I was, 
and what wero my rights ; and tho people received me gladly ; and 
declaring I was tho very jjicturo of my father and grandfather, they 
accompanied me, many of them armed with swords and bows, and our 
numbers increased daily ; and when wo reached this city, tho inhabi- 
tants, with torches lit at the altar of the Sun, and singing tho praises 
of my father and grandfather, came out and welcomed me, and brought 
me hither. But they built up the drono within, though I begged 
them not to put him to so cruel a death." 

Apollonius then cnqiiire<l whether tho Sophoi of Alexander and 
these Brahnians were the same people. The king told him they were 
not; that Alexander's Sophoi wero tho Oxydrncu)', a free and warlike 

' Sti'ivko, XV. I. 33, connects tlioin with tlio Alalll. Iluriica identifies them witi) 
tlic jicoplo of Ooch, tlio Miilli with llioso of Mooltaii.— IA< sup. I., p. 90. 
VOL. xvn. G 
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r.inc, but rather diibblcrs in iiliilosopliy than pliiloaophcrs' ; that tho 
Braliniaii country lay botwcen tho Hyphasis and tlio Ganges ; and 
that Alexander never invaded it — not tlirough fear, but dissuaded by 
the appearance of tlio sacrificial yiclime. " A nd though," said I'liraotos, 
" it is true he might have crossed the Hyplnisis and occupied tlio neigh- 
bouring lands, yet tho stronghold of the Brahman ho never could liavo 
taken— no, not though every man in his army had been an Ajax or an 
Achilles. For these sacred and Qod-lovcd men would have driven 
him back — not with human weapons, hnt with thunders and light- 
ning;!, and tempests, ns they had routed the Egyptian Hercules and 
Dacciius, who thought with united arms to have stormed their fort j 
and so routed them, that Hercules it is said threw away his golden 
shield, which, because of its owner's renown and its own emboss- 
ments', they then set up as an offering in their temple." 

^Vliilo they were thus conversing, music and a song were introduced, 
on which Apollonius enquired what the festal pro.cession meant. Tlio 
king explained to him that it was usual with tho Indians to sing to tho 
king, before ho retired to rest, songs of good counsel, wishing him 
good dreams, and that ho nuiy riso in tho morning a good man and a 
wise counsellor for his pooj)le'. And so talking, they went to bod, 
Tho next morning, Apollonius iliscouracs upon sl<?ep and dreams, and 
tho king displays his knowledgo of Greek legends. They then scjia- 
rato— tho king to transact tlio business of his kingdom and to decide 
some law-suits — Apollonius to offer his prayers to tho Sun. When they 
again meet, the king tells Apollonius tliat tho state of tho victims had 
not permitted the Court to sit on that day, and he Jays before him a 
case in dispute — ono of trcasnre-trove, and in land which has just 
changed hands, tho buyer and seller both claiming tho treasure. Tho 
king is in much perjdcxity, and states tho reasons on both sides ; and 
the .«uit might havo been drawn out to tho same length, and become as 
celebrated ns that of the uss and shadow at Abdern, hnd not Apol- 
lonius como to his assistance. Ho intjnircs into tho life and char.acter 
of the litigants; finds that tho seller is a bad, and the purchaser a 
good man ; and to tho last therefore awards tho trcasnro. 

Wlion tho three days of their sojourn havo expired, and tho king 

' So0ini' tV iiiraxtipioaaOat, oMiv xpiiaroi' ilSoras. — I'liilost. II. c. 33. 

^ Tlicso oniliossmcnts ruprcscutcd, tlio king goes on to uny, Hercules sotting up 
bis iiill.irs nt Gndes, niul driving bftck llio ocean— proof, lio nsscrls, Hint it vtaa tlio 
I'^gyplinii, aiul not tho Tliolinn, Hercules who wns at Ciadca. 

'< Menu, nnioiig the vices tlio liiiig is to shun, names dnnciiig niul iiistniiiicntnl 
music (vii. 47), but nftorwards advises that, " in the inmost recesses of his mniisioii, 
having hocii recreated by imisicnl strains, ho should take rest early." — vii. 224-5 ; 
ROC, however, As. Res., ix. p. 711. 
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Joarns tliat tlieir camels from Babylon aro worn out, ho orders tliat of 
his whito cumala' on the Indus, four shall ho sent to Bardancs, and 
four others given to Aiiollouius with provisions, and a guide to the 
Brahmans. Ho olTers him besides gold and jewels and linen gar- 
ments ; but ApoUoniuB accepts only the linen garments, and this, 
because thoy aro like the old genuine Attic cloak, and ono jewel, 
because of its mystic and divine properties. Ho receives also a letter 
for Jarchas', to this od'eot: — "The King Phraotes to the Master 
iarchas and the wise men jvith him, greeting: — Apollonius, a very 
wise man, thinks you wiser than himself, and has travelled hither to 
learn your doctrine. Send him back knowing all you know. Your 
lessuns will not bo lost, for ho speaks bettor, and has a better memory 
than any man I ever knew. Shew him. Father Iarchas, the throito 
on which I sat when you gave me the kingdom. His followers are 
worthy of all praise, if only for submitting to such a man. Farewell." 

They leave Taxila, and after two day.s' journey, reach the ])laco 
whore Alexander is said to have fought with Porus j and thoy .saw 
there a triumphal arch, the pediment to a statue of Alexander in a 
four-horse chariot, like that on the Lssus. A little farther on, they 
came upon two other arches, on one of which was Alexander, on the 
other Purus J the one saluting, tho other in an attitude of submi.s.sinn. 

Having passed tho Hydraotis', they pursued their way, through 
ilifl'crcnt nati(in.s*, to tho Hypliasis. Thirty stadia from the river, 
they saw tho altars Alexander had built tliore " To Father Aminon 
and Brother llorcnlos ; to tho Providence Minerva and Olyuipiiin 
Jovo ; and tho Samo-Thracian Gabiri and tho Indian Sun, and 
Brother Apollo;" and a bronze pillar with this inscription: — "Hero 
Alexander halted." And this pillar Philostratus conjectures was 
rai.scd by the Indians in joy at the n^turn homeward of Alexanrler. 

In roferenco to tho ilyphasis and its nnirvel.s, wo are told lli.'it 
vessels may sail up to its very source, in a plain ; but that, lower 
down, alternate ridges of rock impede its course, and cause eddios 
Avhich render its navigation impossible. It is about as broad as the 
later, the largest of our Kuropean rivers. Fron> tho trees on its banks 
tho peojdo obtain an unguent with wliicii niarriago-guosts bespriiiklo 
the bride and bri<lcgroom, and without which no marriage is con- 
sidered complete, or pleasing to Venus. To Venus, indeed, its groves 

' ElpliiiiHtonc («< supra, I. 40) spciUs of wliilft c.nniels as rare. 
2 I'lobnhly, suggests Willbrd, u vnrruption from Ruc'liyns. — As. Res., ix. 41. 
' Ilyilraolis, in Stritbo llyiirolis, SmisUrit Iraviiti) Ilyplinsis, Vipasn.— Vislinii 
I'uimiii, p. Ill I. 

* Strubo gives tlieir numlicr as nine— xv. I, 3, !)3. 

G 2 
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nro dedicated, as also its flsli, coiirinod to oito sort, tlio peacock, so 
called from tlioir cerulean crest, their spotted scales, and golden tails, 
which they can open out at pleasure. In this river is also found a 
sort of wJiite worm, the property of the king, which is melted into an 
oil so inflammable, that nothing but glass will hold it. This oil is used 
in sieges, and when thrown on the battlements, it burns so fiercely, 
that its fire, so far as yol known, is inoxtinguishablo'. 

In (ho marshes, wild assca arc caught, with a horn on tlioir fore- 
heads', with wliich they fight, bull-fashion! From this horu is made a 
cup, of such virtue that if any ono drinks out of it, ho need for that 
day fear no sickness, nor wounds, nor fire, nor poison. It is the 
king's, who also reserves to himself the right of hunting tho ass. 
Apollonius s.aw the animal, and admired it ; but when Damis ashed 
him if he could believe all that was said of the virtue of tho cup, ho 
answered, " Yes, when I see any Indian king immortal," 

Hero they met with a woman black to her breasts, whito from her 
breasts downwards. She was sacred to the Indian Venus, and to this 
goddess piebald women are sacred from tlieir birth, as Apis among tho 
Kgypti.aiis. Thence tlicy crossed tliat part of Caucasus which etrctchca 
down towards tho Red Sea ; it was full of all sorts of aroniatie 
plants. Tho headlands produced cinnamon', a shrub very like a young 
vine (ix'ots KXiJ/jno-j), and so grateful to goats, that if you hold it in 
your hands, they will follow you, and whino after you liko dogs. 
On the clilVs grow the fall and all otiier sorts of frankincense, and 
pcppor-trecs. The poppor-treo resembles tho Hyvot both in its Icavc.i 
and the clustered form of its fruit. It grows on precipices inaccessible 
(0 man, hut frequented by apes, which, as tliey gather for them tho 
l)epper-fruit, the Indians make much of, and protect with arms and 
(logs against tho lion; for the lion will lio in wait for the ape, ami cat 
its flesh as medicine when ho is sick, and as food when he is old ami 
no longer able to hunt the stag and wild boar. Tho pepper harvest is 
gathered in this way: — Directly under tho clifta where tlie peppers 
grow, tho people dig small trenches, into which they throw as some- 



' This worm ia iiiciitioiinl niid described by Ctcsina, but lie places it in tho 
Indus.— Frng, Ctos. Ed. Didot, 27, p. 05. 

- This nss niid its hoiii, with sonio slight dilTcroiicp, are also In Ctcsins (ib., 
]i. 25). Wilson sens in thin horned nss two nniinals " rolled into one," thcgorlili.-ir. 
Of wild liorn!, foinul north of the lliiidu-Koh, nnd the rhinoccro.i, whoso horn bus 
10 this dny, in the East, a high reputation as nn nutidotc, — Notes on Ctcsins, M 
and If). 

" Siralio, XV. I. 22, but in tho Boutli of India. I believe it U iiuligonous^o 
Ceylon, nnd is not found in India at all. 
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tiling M'orlhloss tlio fnilt of tlio neighbouring trocs*. Tlio nionkoy.s 
from tiio licigiits watch tlicni, and na soon as it is niglit, begin lil;c 
tlicni, to tear tlio cliistorod fruits from the popper, and like tlicm to 
fling it into tlie trenchcH. In tlie morning the people come hack and 
carry off the popper, whicli they thus obtain without any labour. 

On the other side of the mountain was a largo plain — tlio largest 
in India, being fifteen days' journey to the Gauges, and eighteen days' 
to the Ilcd Sea. It was intersected with dykes running in diflerRnt 
directions, and communicating with the Ganges, and serving the 
double purpe.se of landmarks and canals for irrigation. The land here 
is the best in India, black and very productive; its wheat-stalks are 
like reeds', and its beans tliree times as largo as the Egyptian; its 
sesame and millet are also extraordinarily fine. Here, too, grow 
those nuts, which for their rarity and size are, as a sort of wonder 
often found as offerings in Greek temples. The grapes of the country, 
however, arc small, like tho I.ydian and !Maouian, and with an agree- 
able bouquet 60 soon as gathered (r«t 8e li/jTreXour nouiiovs t( mt 

iivOoaiiias ofiov T<f mroTpvyav.) A tree is also found hero like the laurel 
but with a fruit like a largo pomegranate, within the husk of which is 
ail apple of tho colour of a fino hyacinth, and the very best flavoured 
fruit they ever ale'. 

As they caino down tho mountain, they witnessed a dragon-hunt. 
India, its marshes, plains, and mountains aro full of dragon.s*. Of 
these they tell us that tho niar.sli-dragon is thirty cubits long, sluggish, 
and without a crest; the male very like tlie female ('iXX' (tmt tho; 
SimKotpats u/ioiui). Its back is black, and it has fewer scales than 

■ Straljo (ib., § 29) describes a siiiiilnr tricU, by nic.ins of wliich tbo ponpio 
cateb tbo iiionkcyH. Wilb rc^'ir't l'» tl">t flnscribcil in Ibo text, Wntertoii lias 
ulisi^rveil, tliut tbo iiioiikoy never tbrowH, only Icto fall. 

' Klpbuistone, tiescribnig Ibis bank of tbc llypbnsis, tells only of saiul-blll.'i, 
and liord elny, and tufts of grass, nnd littlo bushes of rue. Of tho right bank, 
however, he says ; " Tliero were so nimiy largo and deep watorcoursoa throughout 
tbo journey, that, judging from tliein alone, tho country must be liighly ciiUivatcd." 
— Introd. liurncH, too, observes of liallih ; " The crops arc good, aud the wheat 
slalks grow aa high as in England, and do not present the stunted stiMle of In/lia." 
—Ulsup., 11., 20li. 

•• Gail tliiK bo tho purple niangosteeii, such as it might be described by those who 
only knew of it from hears.'vy ? 

* Almost all that is hero said of serpents will bo found in Pliny (viii., II, 13) j 
(heir size, tbongli scarcely so largo as those of I'hilostratus, is noliced by Oiiesi- 
uritiis aud Ncarcbiia (I'Vg. lliat. Alc.\., p. 00 and Ifl.'i, Didot.) ; their beards liy 
yV.liau (xi., c. 2(>); tbo beard and Ibo stono in their beads, with some ditrerento 
(tli(! stones aro aiiroyXiii,Voi,) by 'IV.clzts from Poscidippii.',— Cliil., vii., C5H, CGU ; 
tho magic power of their <:ye8 by Lilian (vii. (i'u). 
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tlic other klndfl. Honior, when lio speaks of tlio dragon iit the fount 
in Anlis as of blood-red back, describes tlio marsh-dragon better than 
the otlicr poets, who make the Nouiaian dragon crested; for crested 
you will hardly find any niarsli-drngon. 

The plain and hill-dragons are superior to, and larger than, the 
mai'sh kind. They move along more swiftly than tlio swiftest rivers, 
and nothing can escape thcni. They are crested; and though in 
the young tho crest is small (^/rpioc), when they are full-grown, it 
roaches to a conspicuous height. They nro of a liory colour, with 
serrated backs, and boarded ; their necks are erect, and their scales 
shine like silver. The pupils of their eyes arc a fiery stone of wonder- 
fill and mystic jiroporties. They are hunted for the sake of their eyes, 
skin, and teeth. A dragon of this kind will sometimes attack an 
eleplmnt ; both then perish, and are a " find" for tho huntsmen. They 
I'osoinble tho largest fish, but arc more litho and active; their teeth 
are hard as those of tho whalo. 

Tho mountain dragons are larger than those of the plain, and with 
a fiercer look; their scales arc golden, their beard too, which hangs in 
clusters; they glide on the earth with a sound as of binss; their fiery 
c'losl.s throw out a light brighter than that of a torch. They over- 
power the elephant, but become thcmsolves the frey of tho Indian. 
Thoy are killed in this fashion ; — tho Indians spread out before tho 
serpent's hiding-place a scarlet carpet, with golden characters which, 
when the dragon rests his head upon them, charm him to sleep. Thoy 
then, with incantations', call him out of his hole; and, if overything 
goes well — for often ho gets the better of them and their "grainary" 
—as soon as, with outstretched neck, ho is lulled in magic sleep, they 
rush on him with hatchets and cut off his head, and extract from it 
bright-coloured stones, flushing with every hue, and of powers woii- 
ilcrful as those of Gyges' ring. Those dragons are also found in the 
mountains bordering the Red Sea. They aro said to live an incredible 
age, but of this nothing certain is known. 

At tho foot of tho mountain was situated Paraka, a vory largo 
city. Its inhabitants aro, from their youth, trained to hunt tho 
dragon, and it is full of their«trophics — the heads of dragons, Thoy 
cat the hearts and livers, as by this means, as was proved by Apollonius 
himself', they acquire a knowledge of tho language and thoughts of 
animals. 

' Tlio siiako charmer still cxistH in Indin. Ilaclinrt (IIioro7.o., ovi. III., II. v.) 
gives all tlic pussngcs in niicieiit niilliora bcnriiii; on tlic siibjuct. 

- At E|)lic8us (L. iv., c. 3), whcro lie itisiihiycil liis knowlctlf'o of tlio luiigiingo 
of sii.irrows. 
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ri'ococdiiiff oil wards, our travel Icr.s licar tlio soiiikI of a sIiojiliciir.H 
pijio', and jiroseiitly see a herd of white stags grazing. The Indliins 
kco|) tliom for llioir milk', which is considered very iioiirisliiiig. 

Thence, after a four days' journey through a fertile and well- 
cultivated country, they ajiproaclind tiio stroiigliolJ of the Sophoi; 
and liow their guide ordered his camel to kneel, and leapt down, 
sweating with fear. Tlieii Apolloniiis knew where thoy wore, and 
latighod at the Indian, and bade him again mount his camel. The 
fact is, tlio near neighbourhood of the So]ihoi frightened him; and, 
indeed, the people fear them luoro than the king; for the king 
consults thoni as he would an oraclo, and does nothing without their 
advice aud coiiciirrcnco'. 

When they had reached a village, not the eighth of a niilo from 
the hill of tho Hophoi, and were preparing to put up there, tiioy 
))orceived a young man running towards them. Ho was the very 
blackest Indian they had yet seen, with a bright spot, creacont-sliapod, 
between his brows, much such a mark as Menon, the Ethiopian foster- 
child of the sophist Herod, hail in his youth. He bore a golden 
anchor which, as symbolical of holding fast, tho Indians have made 
their caducous. 

When tho inos.songor coming up addressed Apollonius in Greek, 
as the villagers hIs6 spoke Greek, thoy wore not much surprised; but 
when ho addrosBod Apollonius by name, thoy were struck with 
itHtiiiii.shniont. all but, Apollonius, who, now full of confiilonco, lookiii':.'. 
at Daniis, said, "Tlio men we bavo coiiio to visit arc wise iiidod ; 
they know tho future :" and then turning|to the Indian, ho asked him 
what be should do, for ho wished to conver.sc witli the Soplioi imnio- 
diatcly. The man answered, " Leave your people hero, but conic 
you, Justus you arc, so they (auToi) refpiest." 'Ibis "they" .seemed 
to Apollonius qiiito Pythagorean, and ho followed the messenger 
rejoicing. 

Tlio hill of the Soplioi* rose sheer up from the plain, and was 
about as high as tlio Acropolis at Alliens. It was besides fortified by 
a goodly bolt of rock, on which you might trace the impressions of 
lioofs, and beards, and faces, and what seemed tlio backs of falling 

' Strnbo {utsuj>.,c, 22) says, tlicy Imvc no inusiciil iiistruinents licBidea cymbals, 
drums, niiil K/iiir(iXui (rattles, cnstaiieUi ?). 

- " 'I'lio milk of any foruxt beast, oxccpt tlio buifulo, must be carefully shunned." 
— Menu, V. 1 1 . 

*• Vide IIiHt. Frag. It., 4:1(1,011 a fra'iinoiit of iMrg(u«itlioiic.s and IJardosaiios on 
Draliiiiaiis and SatnaiKjoniiH in I^nrpbyry, do AbHtincnt., L. iv., 17 c., wt calcem, 

' CtoxiaH lidlH of a sacred |ilac<' in an uniniial>iteil part of tliu country, wliiidi 
tlio ImliaiiH lioiiunr In tin: iiaiiu; of tliu sun anil tliu moon ; it is firtcun days' journey 
from tlio Sttrdiuii mountains— row u.mur tij^ i'diitouf, § 8, p. 81. 
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men. And they heard that when Bacchns and Hercules attempted 
the place, Bacchus ordered his Pans, ns able to shako it to its fuuiida- 
tioii (iVaMour irpAt rov (rtiafiov), to storiu it, but tluindcrstruck by the 
Sophoi, they fell headlong ono upon tiio other, and so loft thoso 
marks upon tlio stones. They said also, that about and around this 
hill a cloud hung within which the Sopboi dwell, visible and invisible 
at will, but that there were ito gates to their stronghold, so that ono 
could not call it cither enclosed or open. 

Apollunius and his guido ascended tho hill on the south side. Ho 
saw a well four fathoms deep, and over its mouth a dark vapour 
rising' with tho heat, and giving out at midday uU tho colours of 
tho rainbow. Ho ivas told that hero tho subsoil was cinnabar 
(aravSapiixtv)) ■yi;), and that tlio Water of tho well was sacred, and never 
used, and that all the people about swore by it. Near this was a 
crater, which threw out a lead-coloured flame without smell or snioko, 
and which bubbled up with a volcanic matter that rose to its brim, 
but never overflowed : hero tho Indians purified themselves from all 
involuntary sins. Tho well, the Soplioi called tho well of tho tostj tho 
crater, tho fire of pardon'. Hero wore also scon two casks of black 
stone — the casks of tho winds and of the rain^; and the ono is opened 
or shut as tho r.ain is wanted or othcrwiso; similarly the other, as 
wind. Hero too they found statues of tho most ancient Greek gods, 
and worshipped in tho Greek manner; of tho Polian Minerva, and of 
Bacchus, and of tho Delian and Aniycljuan Apollo*. The Sophoi look 
iipon their stronghold as the verj' navel of India. Thoy hero worship 
(ire obtained from tho sun's rays, and daily hynm its praises at 
niidd.ay. 

Apollonius, in an address to the Egyptians, somewhat enigmatically 
describes tho life of tho Sojdioi : — " I have seen," ho says, " Bralimans 
who dwell on tho earth, and yet not on the earth; in places fortified, 

' " In llie morning, v.ipoHi-a or clouds of biiioUc nscemloJ fron> llio wells till Urn 
nlinosphcre nns suflicicntly licntcj to hide it," between tlio Ittivi mid the Chciiuh. 
— linnics, 11., 38. 

- With tho well of Iho text coniji.iro the test fount.tlu in Ctesins ; its witter 
linrdcns into a cheese-liko substance, which, nibbed into a powder and inl\ed with 
water, adiuinistcrcd to suspected criminals muUcs them tell all they ever did 
(§ 14, p. fl2)! also tho water of probation mciilioiicd by Porphyry. With the liro 
of pardon compare that other water, in Eome cavo tcmpio Bccmingly, which puri- 
fied from voluntary and involuntary offeuecs (Porpliyry de Stygc). 

^ Olcarius, h. I,, suggests that these may havu been barometers ; and tlicii 
Damis, like the astronomer in Itasselas, merely confounds the power of fcrctclliug 
with the power of producing. 

* Q ymi/mcri/f (tiXoao^tni; tt' t'lv IrJoi Oiovj,' EXXi/vufowf npoaKVt'ovvi.— 
Pliilareh de Fortund Alex. Op. Var.. I. p. 585. 



INDIAN TIUVBLS OP ArOLLONIUS OP TVANA. 89 

iiiiil yet without walls; and wlio possess nothing, and yet all things." 
According to Daniis thoy nscd the earth as a couch, but first strewed 
it with choice grasses : they walked, too, the air' — Daniis himself saw 
them, and this not to excite wonder — all ostentation is abhorrent to 
their nature, — but in imitation of and as a nioro fitting service to the 
sun. Ho saw, too, the fire which they drew down from the sun's rays, 
— not flaming on an altar, nor kept on a hearth tliough it is material, 
but flickering in inid-air'; and wliilo in the day time they worship the 
sun, beseeching him to order the seasons for India's benefit, in the 
night they worship this fire, lest oppressed by the darkness it should 
leave them. And in this way is to be understood Apollonius's first 
tissertton : " The Brahmans live on the earth, and yet not on the 
earth." His second, Damis refers to that covering of clouds whicli 
they draw over themselves at pleasure, and which no rain cm 
penetrate. His third, to tiioso fountains which bubble up for UU 
llacchaiuils when Bacchus shakes the earth and them, and from 
which the Indians lliemsclves drink and givo to others to drink. 
AVcll therefore may Apollonius say, that men, wlio at a moment's 
notioo and without prc))aration can get whatever they want, po.ssess 
nothing and yet all things'. They wear their hair long*, like the old 
Mavcdonian,s, and on thoir head a white mitrc°. They go bare-fool; 
and their coats have no sleeves, and are of wild cotton, of an oily 
naturo, and whito as Panipliylian wool, but softer'. Of this cotton 

' Atto r))c yi)f »c 7ri)x«ic <^uo (Pliilos. III., c. 15), two cubita from llio ground, 
no great height, but ce ii'cst (|uc lo premier pouce qui coutc. 

- Sir C. Niipier says, of Triililice, " On reaching tlio top, ivhoro we reniainod 
during the night, every man's bayonet had a bright flanio on tliu point. A like 
nppcaraneo had also been observed going from Ooch to Slinpoor." — Life, III., 272, 
May not the iiiglit light of the Sophoi be referred to some similar plicnomciiou ? 

' Compare with tlican fomitaiuH those of milk, wine, &c., of which Calauus 
speaks in his interview with Oncsicritus (Strabn, ul sitp., § 01); and that happy 
India, n real pays de Cocagnc, which Uio Clirysostoiu ironically describes in 
C'oliunis I'hrygiio Orat,, xxxv.. If., p. 70. 

■' Hardy, Eastorn Monacliisni (p. 112), by which it would seem that tlicj 
llralnnaiis wear long liair; tlio Uuddhist priest, on tlio other hand, «hav(H his head ; 
Hi> also Uardcsancs describes the newly-clccted Sanianican: K>'paiiivoi: ei roii 
ow/mroc r« irtpirra Xunliavti aroXtiv inruat Tt npos Slo/iavntou!;.— Porphyry, ut 
snpra. 

' Still worn by some of tho inoinitaiii tribes about Cabool. Elphinstonc says 
of tho Ilikaneers, "they wear loose clothes of whito cotton, and a remarkable turban 
which rises Iiigh over the head." — Caliool, I., III. 

° Illcroclcs »pcaks of the llrahmau garments as made from a soft and liairy 
(<i«p/inr<ii(^>/) filaments obtained from bIouos (asbestos). — t'rag. Hist., iv. p. 'lIlO. 
Unrnea nays of the Nawab of Cabool, "ho produced sonio asbestos, hcrq called 
cotton-stone, found near Jclalabad" (ii. 130). 
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Ilio sacred vestments arc made; and tlio eaitli refuses to ^ivo it up if 
any l)ut tlicinsclves attempt to gatiicr it. Tlioy carry a stick', and 
wear a ring, both of infinito and msigic power. 

Apollonius found tlio Sojilioi seated on brazen stools; tlicir chief, 
Inrclias, on a raised tlirono of bronze, ornamented witli goldou images. 
Tlicy saluted liini with their liaiids, but larchas welcomed liim in 
Greek, asked him for tlio King's letter, and added, that it wanted a 8. 
As soon as ho had road it, ho asked /Vpoilonius, "What do you think 
of us 1" " Oil I" said Apollonius, " tho very journey I liavo undertaken 
— and I am tlio first of my countrymen who has undertaken it — 
answers that (|Ucstion." "In what, then," enquired larchas, "do you 
think us wiser than you V " I think your views wiser, more divine," 
answered Apollonius; "and should I find that you know no inoro than 
I, (his at least I shall have learned — that I have nothing more to 
learn." " Well," said the Indian, " other people usually ask of those 
who visit thcni, whence they come and who they arc; but we, as a first 
proof of our knowledge, show strangers that wo know them ;" and 
so saying, he told Apollonius who his father was, who his mother, all 
(lint linppcncd to him at -/K^a;, and how Dainis joined him, and all they 
had .s:iid and done in the journey; and tlii.s so <listinctly and lluently, 
thiit ho might have boon a fompanion of their route. Apollonius, 
greatly astonished, asked him how lie knew all this. "In this know- 
ledge," ho answered, "you arc not wholly wanting, and where you 
are deficient wo will instruct yoii', for wo think it not well to keep 
isoci'ot what is so worthy of being known, especially from you, Apol- 

' " Tlic tlirce (irst cliissoR ought to carry staves," — Alonu, i. <16. " Tho piiost's 
sliouUl rcnch to his linir." — lb., 40. 

' AVlion Dnniia spcnlis of liis hiiowlcdgc of Inngiiiigca to Apollonius, Apollonius 
nirrcly observes (Imt lie liinisclf uiiilerstiiiula nil lliiii'iingcs, niul tliiit witlioiit having 
le.irneil them i niid more — that he laiowa not only what men spcnk, but their secret 
ihfliighls (Ti. I., cxix.) But ns in India ho is ncconi|miiic(l by, niul frequently 
makes use of an interpreter ; this pretension of his has, from tho timo of Kuseblus 
(ill Hterocleni, xiv.), been freqnontly riilleuled as nil idle boast. PhilostrntUH 
however was too practised a writer to have left his hero open to such a clinrgc. 
His fniillsarc of another khid. His facts niid stntcnients too often, and with n 
eeitaiii air of design, confirm and ilhistrato each other : thus, with regard to this 
very power claimed by Apollonius, observe that ho professes not to spunk, but to 
know all languages and men's thoughts — n dlirerciico intolliglblc to all who aro 
familiar with the alleged facts of lucsinerism ; and look at him in his first inter- 
view with Phraotcs j watch him listening to, and uiiderstniiding tho talk of tho 
king and tho sages, and only then asking larchas to interpret for liiiii when ho 
would himself speak. Observe also that Tarehas admits only to n certain extent 
tlio power of .Apollonius, and remember bis surprise when he liiula that I'hntotes 
knows and t^pcaks (.irerk. 



INDIAN TllAVBLS OP ArOLLONIUS OP TYANA. 1^1 

loniiifj, — a man of most oxcollcnt incinoiy. Antl memory, you iiiiist 
know, is of tlio Oods tlio ono wo most lionour. '' Hut how do you 
know my nattiro?" askoil Apolloniua. " Wo" lio answorcd^ "sec into 
the very soul, trauinj; out its qualities by a tlioiisand sifjns. But as 
midday approaclies', lot us to our devotions, iu wliicli you also may, 
if you will, tako part," Tiioy tlion adjourned to the bath, a spring 
like tliat of Dircio, in IJccotia, as Daiuis, wiio afterwards saw it, say-). 
They first took od" tiioir clothes, and anointed their heads with an 
un<{uont, which mado their bodies run down with sweat, and then 
jumped into tho water, aiul having washed, they put garhinds on their 
heads and procccdei! to Iho toniple, intent on their hymn. And standing 
round in a circle, with larchas as their leader, they beat tho gro{nid 
with their staves, till bellying like a wave it sent them up into tlio 
nir about two cubits. There they sung a hymn, very like tho Ptoan 
of Sophocles sung at Athens to /Rscuiajiius. When they had again 
conm down to the earth and had performed their sacred duties, larclia.s 
ualled the youth with the anchor, and bade hint take care of Apollo- 
nius's companions; and he, in a shorter space of time than the swifte.it 
birds, was gone and was back again, and told larchas, — " I have taken 
care of them." 

y\))oli(mius was now seated on the throne of Pliraotes, and larchas 
bade him question them on any matter he pleased, for ho was now 
among men who know all things. Apollonius tliorcforo asked, as 
though it was of all knowledge tho most ditiicult, " Whether tho Sophoi 
knew Ihemsclves 1 " But larchas answered quite contrary to his 
expectation, that they knew all things, because they first knew tlicm- 
solvos. That, without this first and elementary knowledge, no ono 
coidil bo admitted lo their philosophy. Apollonius, remembering his 
convorsation with I'hraoles ami the examination they had been obligr'd 
to undergo, assented to this, more especially as he felt the truth of ilio 
observation in himself, lie then asked " What opinion they held of 
themselves 1" and was told, "that they held theni.selves to bo god.-i, 
because thoy were good men." Apcdioniu.s then enquired about the 
soul, and, when he heard that thoy hold tho ojiinions of PythiignraH, 
ho further asked, whether, as Pythagoras remembered himself as 

' " At Biuirisc, nt noon, nnd at sunsut, let the Rrnlnnnn ro to this ivnters .and 
biillic." — Menu, vi. 22. "Sunrise nnd sunset are the honrs when, having made his 
ablution, ho repeals the text which ho ought to repeat."— II., 222. From tho 
Visluni Puruiia, however, it eeenis tho Hichn.s shine in the morning, the prnjcr-s of 
the Yajneli nt uoon, nnd portions of tho Snnnin in the afternoon.— p. 2.1.'>. Itarde- 
BuncB, ul SHjira, ror ruii'ui' jfC""''"' riji; i(/«(i(i«; K) rijj vvKTOf; tuv wXtiaTov ik; 
vnvuvt; Tiiiy Owv rtmrii/iai' i^ ivxui; 
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Eiipliorbiis, so larclias cotild speak of some ono of liis previous lives, 
cither ns Greek or Trojnn, or any other iimii t larchas, first ro- 
l)roving tho Greeks for their reverence for Trojun licrocs and for 
Acliillcs as tho greatest of tlieni, to tlic neglect of better men, Greek, 
lilgyptian, and Indian, related how years long ago ho had been ono 
Ganges, khig of tho Indian people, of whom tho Ethiopians, then 
Indians, formed a part; how this Ganges, ten cubits in stature and tho 
most comely of men, built many cities, and drove back tho Scythians 
\vlio invaded his territories j and how, though robbed of his wifo l>y 
tho tlicii king of Pliraotos's country, ho had unliko Achilles kept 
f-ncrcd his alliance with liimj how too ho had rendered his father, 
Ihc Ganges' river, propitious to India, by inducing it to keep within 
its banks, and to divert its course to the Red Sea'; how, nothwith- 
slnndiug all this, the Ethiopians murdered him, and were driven by 
the hate of the Indians, and tho now sterilo earth, and tho abortive 
births of their wives, to leave their native land; nnd how, pursued 
by his ghost, and still suft'orlng tho same ills, they wandered from 
place to place, till having at length punished his murderers they 
Kottlcd in that part of Africa from thorn called JDtliio|)ia. Ho told, 
too, how Gauges had thrust seven adaniautiuo swords deep into tho 
^;iound in some unknown spot, which when the oracles declared it 
i-'iK'rcd, ho then a child of four years old immediately pointed out. 
I3ut ceasing to speak of himself, ho directed ApoUouius's attention to 
a youth in tho company of about twenty, 'whom ho described as 
patient under all suffering, aud by nature especially fitted for philo- 
sophy, but bej'ond measure averse to it; and whoso aversion was tho 
consequence of tho ill-treatniont and injustice ho had received from 
Ulysses and Homer in a former life. He had been Palamedes. 

AVhile they were thus talking, a messenger came from tho king to 
announce his approach, and that ho would bo with them towards 
evening, to consult on his private all'aiis. larchas answered that ho 
should be welcome, and that he would leave them a bettor man for 
having known this Greek. Ho then resumed his conversation with 
Apollonius, and asked him to toll something of his provious existence. 
Apollouius excuses himsolf, because as it was undisUuguished ho 
didn't euro to remember it. " Hut surely," observed larchas, " to bo 
tho pilot of an Egyptian ship is no such ignoble occupation, and such 
I SCO you once wore." "True," replied Apollonius, "but a position 

' Tlio Gniigcs !s a goddess. — Vislnm Parana. 

- Wilford refers this to the legend of ]llingiraltia, " who led tho Onngcs to the 
ocean, tracing with the wheels of Ills chariot two furrows, which wcro to bo the 
limits of her encroachments." — As. lies., viii. 29B, 
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which should Btund on a par witli tliat of the statesman or the goncial 
lias by the fault of sailors themselves, become contemptible and 
degraded. Besides the best of my acta in that lifo no one then 
thought worthy even of praise." " But what great deed did you then 
perform 1" asked Lirclias. " I don't speak of doubling with slaokene<l 
sail Malca and Sunium, or of carefully observing the course of tiio 
winds, or of carrying your ship over the reefs and swell of the 
Eubwon coast." " Well," said Apollonins, " if you will compel me to 
speak of mj' sailor life, listen to an act of mine in it which seems to 
nio a right one. In those days pirates infested tlio I'licimician Sea. 
And some of their spies, seeing that my ship was richly freighted, 
camo to mo and sounded me, and asked mo what would be my share 
of the freight. I told them a tliousand drachmas, for wo were four 
pilots. 'And what sort of a home have you r they asked. 'A hut 
on Pharos, where Proteus used to live,' I answered. ' Well,' tlioy 
went on, ' wouhl you like to change the sea for land— a hut for a 
house, and, while you receive ten times the i)rorit you expect, to rid 
yourself at the same time of tho thousand ills of the tempcstnous sea V 
'Aye, that I would,' I said. So they told me who they were, and 
promised mo ten thousand drnclimas, and that neither myself nor any 
of my crow should sudor injury, if I gave tliein an opjtortuuity of 
taking my ship. It was then agreed that I should set sail in tho 
night, but lio-to under tlio ])romontory; and that tho i)iratcs, who 
wcro at anchor on tho other side, should then come out ami soi/ic my 
ship and cargo. As all this took plauo in a temple, 1 made llu-in 
swear to fulfil their promises; and I agreed, on my part, to <lo as 
they wished. But instead of lyiiig-to, I nmdo sail for tlio open sea, 
and so escaped." "And this," observed larchas, "you think an act 
of justice V " Yes," said Apollonins ; "and of humanity ; for to save 
tho lives of my men, and tho property of my employers, and to l.o 
above a bribe, though a sailor, 1 hold to bo a proof of many virtues." 

larchas smiled, and remarked : " Yon, Greeks, seem to tiiink that 
not to do wrong is to be just. Only tho other d.ay, an Egyptian told 
us of tho Roman proconsuls; how, without knowing tho people, they 
entered their provinces with naked a.\es; and of tho people, how they 
praised their governors if they only wore not venal, just like slave- 
dealers who, to vaunt their wares, warrant that their Carians aro not 
thieves! Your poets, too, scarcely allow you to be just and gooil. 
For Minos, the most cruel of men, and who witii iiis fleets reduced his 
noighbonrs to slavery, they honour with tho sceptre of justice, and as 
the JH<lgo of the dead. But Tantalus, a good man, who unido bin 
friends partakers of immortality, they deprive of food and drink." 
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And lie pointed to a statue on tlio loft ihscribcd " TantahiB." It was 
four cubits bigli, and of a man of about fifty, dressed in the Argolio 
fasliioii, with a Tlicssalian clilaniys. He was drinking from n cup as 
largo ns would suflicc for a thirsty man, and a pure draught bubbled 
lip in it without overflowing. 

Their conversation was hero intcrrHptod by the noise and tumult 
in the village occasioned by tlio king's arrival ; and liirchaa angrily 
observed, "Had it been Phraotos, not tbo mysteries had boon more 
<|iiict." Apollonius, seeing no prcpariitions, inquired whether tlicy 
intended ofl'oring the king a banquet? "Aye, and a rich one, 
for wo have plenty of everything here," they said, "and ho is a 
gross feeder. But wo allow no iiiiiiiiiil food, only swcetnieiits, roots, 
and fruits, such as India and the season atl'ord. But liei'O ho comes." 
The king, glittering with gold and jewels, now approached. At 
this interview Dainis was not present, for ho spent the whole of 
this d.'iy in the Tillage, but Apollonius gave him an account of it, and 
ho wrote it in his diary. Ho says then that the king approached 
with outstretched hands as a supplicant, and that the sages from their 
scats nodded, as if granting bis petition, at which ho rejoiced greatly, 
as at the orncio of a god; but of his son and brother they took no 
more notice than of the slaves who nccoin]>anied him. laiclms then 
rose and asked him if he would cat. The king assented, and four 
tripods, like those in Hcmier's Olympus, rolled themselves in, fol- 
lowed by bronze cup-bearers. Tbo earth strewed itself with grnss, 
softer than any couch; and sweets and broa<l, fruits and vegetables, 
nil excellently well prejinrod, moved up and ilown in order before 
(he guests. Of tbo tripods, two flowed with wine, two with water, hot 
nnd cold. The cups, each largo enough for four thirsty souls, iind tbo 
wine-coolers, were each of a single stone, and of a stone in Greece so 
precious, as to bo set in rings and neekl.aecs. The broii/.o cup-bearers 
poiirod out the wine and wnter in duo proportimis, as usual in driiik- 
ing-bonts. They all lay down to tbo least, the king with tbo rest, 
for no jilaco of honour was assigned him. 

In the course of the <linner larclias said to the king, " I pledge 
you the health of this man," pointing to Apollonius, and with his hand 
.■signifying that ho was a just and divine man. On this the king 
observed, " 1 understand that he, and sinue others who bavo jiiit up in 
the villngo, are friends of Phraotos." " Yon understand rightly," saitl 
larcbas, " fur even hero be is Phraotes' guest." " But what are his 
pursuits Y' asked the king. " Those of Phraotes," answered larcbas. 
"Worthless guest worthless pnrsiiitb, they prevent even Phraotes 
from beccnning .a man indeed," said tbo king. " Speak more modestly 
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of pliilosopliy and Plirnotos," observed larclias, — " tliis language does 
not becoiiio your ago." Hero Apolloniu.s, tliroiigh larclms, inquired 
of tlio Icing " what advantage lie derived from not being a pliilo- 
soplicrl" "That I possosH all virtue, and am ono with tlio sun," 
answered the king. Ajmllonius : "You would not think thus if you 
were a pliilosojdier." The king : " Well, friend, as you are a philo- 
Roplior, toll us what you think of yourself." ApoUonius : " That I 
am a good man, so long as I am a philosopher." The king : " By the 
sun, you Gonio hero fall of Phraotos." Ajiollonius: " Thank iioavcn, 
then, that I have not travelled in vain ; and if you could sec 
I'hraotcs, you would say he was full of nic ; and indeed ho wished to 
write to you about mo, but when ho told mo that you were a good 
man, I bade him not take that trouble, for I liad brought no letter to 
liim." AVlieu the king heard that I'hraotes had spoken well of him, 
ho was pacified, and forgot his susjiicions ; and in a gentle tone said : 
"Welcome, best friend." " Welcome you,"saidApol|onius, "you are like 
one just arrived." " What brougiit you to this place t" asked the king. 
"The Gods an<l those wise men," answered Apullonius. " But, stranger, 
•what do tho Greeks say of mo?" iiujuircd the king. " Just what you 
say of them," said A|)ollonius. " But that is just nothing," the king 
replied. " I will toll them ho, and they will crown you at tlii! Olympic 
games," said ApoUonius; then turning to larclias : " Let us leave this 
drunken fo(d to himself: but toll me why you pay no attention to his 
son and brother, and do not admit them to your table?" " Because," 
answered larclias, " they may one day rule, and by slighting tlioiii 
wo teach them not to slight others." Ajiollouiiis then reiiiarkiiig that 
tho number of the Sojihoi was 18, olwerved to Jarclias that it was not 
a square number, nor indec<l a number at all honoured or distingiiisliod. 
larclias in answer, told- him that they paid no attention to number, 
but esteemed virtue only ; he added tli.at tho college, when his gnmd- 
father entered it, consisted of ciglity-.scven Soplioi, and that his grand- 
father then found himself its youngest, and eventually in the ono 
hundred and thirtieth' year of his age its only surviving, member ; 
that no eligible candidate having in all that time ofl'orod him.solf for 
admission, ho romainod four years without a colleague; and that when 
ho then received from the ligyptians congratulations on his alone 
occupying tho seat of wisdom, he begged them not to reproach India 
with the small number of its wise men. larclias then wont on to 
blame tho Elian.s, in that as ho had heard from tho Kgyptian.s, they 

' Ibu Diitiitu spcnlia of lliii<lus 120, I'.M, iiiid MO jours of ago, Hurncs of one 
at Calnil of 114, :i|i|iiiienHy with all liis faculties about him.— 11., 10!). 
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elecled the Olympic diknsts by lot, .and thus left to cliaiico what 
should bo the reward of merit j and that they always elected the same 
number, — never more, never less ; nnd that they thus sometimes ex- 
cluded good men and sometimes were obliged to chooso bad ones. 
Better, ho said, it had been if tlio Elians had allowed the number of 
tlio dikasts to vary with circums.tanccs, but had always required in 
them tho san»o qualifications. 

Tho king hero rudely interrupted them, and ex])rcs9cd his disliko 
of tho Greeks, and spoko of tho Athenians as tho slaves of Xorxcs ; 
A pollonius, turning to him, asked if ho had any slaves of his own? 
"Twenty thousand," ho answered, "and born in my honso"." "Well, 
then," said Apollonius (always through larchas), "as they run aw.iy 
from you, not you froni them, so Xerxes, conquered at Salamis, fled liko 
a worthless slave from before tho Athenians." "But surely," observed 
(he king, "Xerxes, with his own hands set fire to Athens?" "Yes," 
said Apollonius, " but how fearful was his punishment ! Ho became a 
fugitive before those whom he had hoped to destroy; and in that flight 
was njost unhappy, for had ho died by tho hands of tho Greeks, what 
a tomb would they not Imvo built for him — what games not instituted 
in his memory I— as knowing that they honoured themselves Aviien 
lliey honoured those whom they had subdued." On this the king 
burst into tears, and excused himself, and attributed his prejiuliccs 
against <ho Greeks to the talcs and falsehoods of Egyptian travellers, 
who, while they boasted of their nation as wise and holy, and author 
of those laws relating to sacrifices and mysteries which obtain in 
Greece, described tho Greeks as men of unsoiind judgment, the scum 
of men, o-uyxXuSac, insolent and lawless, romancers, and miracle- 
mongers, poor, and parading their poverty — not as something honoin'- 
.able, but as an excuse for theft. But now, he went on to say, that I 
know them to bo full of goodness and honoiu', I hold them as my 
friends, and .as my friends praise them, and wish llioin all tho good I 
can, and I will no longer give credit to those Egyptians. larchas 
hero observed that he had long perceived that the Egyptians had got 
the ear of the king, but that ho said nothing, waiting till tlio king 
should meet with such a counsellor as Apollonius. But now that you 
are better taught, lot us, ho said, drink together the loving-cup of 
Tantalus ; and then to sleep, for wc have business to transact to-night. 
I will however, a« occasion ofi'ors, indoctrinato you in Greek wisdom, 
the fullest in the world. And so stooping to tho cup, he drank first, 

' According to Mcgnstlicnos, iiuai Se i^, roSc pnya iv t{i IvSwv yy vavrae 
^vfovc Jii'fii iXtvOifiOVf. — Arrian Imlica, xi. ovh IvSoig oXXo!.' JowXoc (on. 
Oncsicritus Hmits this to the subject!) of Musicaniis,— Strnbo, ill sup,, g 54. 
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and then handed it to the other guests ; and there was enough for all, 
for it bubbled up as if froui a fountain. 

They lay down to rest, and at midnight tlioy rose, and aloft in the 
air hymned the praises of tiio sun's ray; the Sophoi tlien gave private 
audience to the king. Next moruing early, after the sacred rites, the 
king having vainly pressed Apollonius to visit liini retired to tlio 
village ; for by law ho could not remain more than one day at tho 
college. The So2>hoi now scut for Damis, whoni they admitted as a 
guest. Tlio conversation then commenced, aud larclias discoursed on 
tho world ; how it is composed of five elements — water, fiic, air, earth, 
and lother'; and how thoyaro all co-ordinate, but that from aitlier the 
Gods, from air mortals, arc generated ; how moreover tho world is 
an animal, and hermaplirodito; and how as hermaphrodite it reproduces 
by itself and of itself all creatures ; and how as intelligent it provides 
for their wants, and with scorching heats punishes their wrong-doing. 
And this world larchas further likened to ono of those Egyptian 
ships' which navigate tho Red Sea. By an old law, no galley is 
allowed there j but only vessels round fore and aft (oroyyuXoi), fitted 
for trade. Well, these vessels tho Egyptians have enlarged by build- 
ing up their sides, and fitting them with several decks j and they have 
manned them with pilots at the prow j seamen for the masts and 
sails; and marines, ns a guard against the barbarians; and over anci 
above them all, ono pilot, who rules and directs the rest. So, in the 
world, there is the first God, its creator; next him, the gods who rule 
its several parts — sung by tho poets, aa gods of river.s, groves, and 
streams ; gods above tho earth, and gods under tho earth ; and, 
perchuuco too there is below the earth, but distinct from it, a placo 
terrible and deadly." Hero, unable to contain himself, Damis cried 
out, in admiration : " Never could I have believed that any Indian 
was so thoroughly conversant with the Greek language, and could 
speak it with such fluency and eloquence I" 

A messenger now announced and introduced several Indian sup- 
plicants — a child possessed, a lame and blind man, &c.,— all of whom 
were cured. 

' McgosllioiicB (Strako, ul supra, § 69) givoa protly nearly tlio same account of 
tlio lirahninuicnl doctrines, tliat tlio world Ims a lieglnniiig, aud will Imvo an end j 
that Ood, its ruler and creator, pervades it; that besides the four elements there in 
a iiftli, icthcri and Alexander Polyhistor asserts that Pythagoras was a disciple of 
tho llrahnmnsi Frg. Hist., III. § 138, p. 239, and p. 241 mentions (cthcr as one of 
tho Pythagorean elements. 

' Tlio boat among tho Hindus is one of tho types of the catlh. — Wilford As. 
Kes., viii. 274 ; Von Hohleii quotes this passage to prove that tho Hindus limi 
tho knowledge of ono Qod.— Dos Alto ludicn, i. 1&2. 

VOL. XVII. H 
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Inrchns further initiated Apolloiiius, but not Diiinis, in astrology 
and (liviuatiou, and in thoso sacrifices and invocations in wliicli tlio 
gods delight. Ho s])uko of the divining powor, ns raising a man to an 
equality with the Delphian Apollo, and as requiring a pure heart and 
a stainless life, and as therefore readily apprehensible by the o)thcrial 
soul of Apollonius. He extolled it as a source of immense good to 
mankind, and referred to it tho physician's art — for was not j'Rsoula- 
pins the son of Apollo? and was it not through his oracloa that ho 
tliscovcrod tho several remedies for diseases, herbs for wounds, Ac? 

Then turning, in a pleasant way, to Damis, — "And yon, Assyrian." 
ho said, " do you never foresee anything — you, the companion of such 
a man?" "Yes, by Jove," answered Damis, "matters that concern 
niysclfj for when I first uict with this Apollonius, he seemed to mo a 
man full of wisdom and gravity and modesty and patience ; and 
M-heu I saw his memory and great learning and love of learning, I 
looked upon him as a sort of Dicmonj and I thought if J kept with him, 
that instead of a simple and ignorant man, I should be thought wise, 
— learned, instead of a barbarianj and that if I followed him and 
studied with him, I should see tho Indians, and sco you; and that 
tiiroiigh his means 1 should mix with the Greeks, a (Jreek. As to 
you then 3'ou aro occupied with great things, and think Delphi and 
Dodona or what you will. As for mo, when Dninis prcdiels, ho 
predicts for himself only, liko an old witch." At these words all tho 
Soplioi laughed. 

Apollonius inquired about tho Alartichora', an animal tho sixe of 
a lion, four-footed, with tho head of nnm, its tail long with thorns for 
hairs, which it shoots out at those who pursue it; — about tho golden 
fountain' too; and tho men who use their feet for umbrellas, tho scia- 
pods'. Of tho golden fountiiin and ]\Iartichora, larchns had never 
heard; but ho told Apollonius of tho Pcniarba, and showed him tho 
stone and its cfl'ects. It is a wonderful gem, about tho size of a nmn's 
thumb-nail, and is found in tho earth at a depth of four fathoms; but 
though it makes tho ground to swell and crack, it can only bo got at 
by the nso of certain ceremonies and incantations. It is of a ticry 
colour and of extraordinary brilliancy, and of such power, that thrown 
into a stream it draws to it and clusters round it all precious stones 

' Clcsias, p. 80, § 7 ; Didot. 

' Id., !>. 73. § 4. Wilsou, Notes on Ctcsins, explaius and nccouiils for tlicso 
iiivllis. 

•■' Id., § 104 and 84. Among the licople of India, from Hindu autliorily quoted 
b,v Wilfurd, aru the Ecapada, ouc-footed. " Slouosccli singulis ciuiiljiis, cosdciuquo 
Sclnpod.is voeari," from I'liny (ib.) From Wilson's Notes, tho one-footed and tho 
Sciapods should bo two different races. 
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williin a cortaiii coiisidorablo rango*. Tlio pigmies, lio said, lived on 
tlio other side of the Qanges and under ground; but tlio Sciapuda and 
Longheads were more invontious of Soylax. Ho described also the 
gold-digging griflins; that they wore sacred to the Sua (his chariot is 
represented as drawn by them'), about the size of lions', but stronger 
because winged; that tlioir wings were a reddish membrane, and hence 
their flight was low and spiral; that they overpowered lions, olepliauts, 
and dragons; and that the tiger alone, because of his swiftness, was 
their cipial in light, lie told uf the I'hiiinix, the one of his kind, 
born of the sun's rays, and shining with gold, and that his 500 years 
of life wore spent in India; and he confirnicd tho Egyptian account of 
this bird— that singing his own dirgo ho consumed himself in his aro- 
matic nest, at tlie fountains of the Nile. Similarly also swans, it is 
said, sing thcinsolves to death, and have been board by those who aro 
very quick of car. 

They remained four months wilii the Sophoi; and larchas gave 
ApolloniuB seven ring.s, named after the seven planets, which ho ever 
afterwards wore, cacii in its turn, on its name-day. When tbey took 
their departure, tho Sophoi provided them with camels and a guide, 
and accompanied them on tho road; and, prophesying timt Apollonius 
would oven during his life attain the honours of divinity, they took 
Icavo of him: and many limes looking back, as in grief at ))arting 
with such a man, returned to their college. And Apollouius and 
his companions, with tho Ganges on tiieir right, the Ilypha.sis on their 
hsft (sic), travelled down towards the sea-coast, a ten days' journci/, 
aud on their road they saw many birds and wild oxen, a.sscs and 
lions, panthers and tigers, and a species of ape difl'erent from those 
that frequent the popper-groves, for they were black, hairy, and dog- 
fiiccd, and like little men. And so conversing, as their custom was, of 
what thoy saw, tliey reached the coast, where they found a small 
factory, and paasagc-boats of a Tuscan build, anil the sea of a very 
dark colour. Hero Apollonius sent back tho camels, with this letter 
to larchas : — ■ 

' Strnbo from Mngnstlionos, il)., § 50. Ctcsiaa nlso mentions tliera. 

' In tlio Vislnni I'liruiia: "Tho seven horses of tlio auu's car ore the metres of 
tho Vedns," p. 21H. Sculptured or pointed liorncH nlwitys, 

''' C'tcHias, p. 112, § 12, luid p. fl.'i, t) 70. Wilsou (Arinnn Aiitiipm) lina sli'iwn 
fi'uiii tho ]^luliiililiaratu, that tliis story liuH nil Indian fuundatioii. " Tlinso trilK h 
between Meruniid Mandurn verily presented in liunps of a drona uciglit, Hint gold 
wliicli is dug up by I'ippililms (ants), nnd wliicli is tliercforo called ' I'ippilihn 
niit-gold,* " (p. \'AT>, iioto)j nnd Bcc A Journey to Lalio Mfiimsaruvnra, by 
niouicroft, who spcnUs of n sort of mnriiiot hi tho gold country nliich ScliwaiibccU 
suppoaus to bo tlio origliml of tiiis nut.— As. lies., xii, 442, 

H'i 
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"To larclma and the other So])hoi from Apoltoiiiiis, greeting: 
I came to you by land ; through you I cau now return by 6ea. You 
have oommuuicatcd to me your wisdom, and through you I can now 
walk the air. I shall uot forget these things ercu among the Grcolcs, 
unless, indeed, I have vainly drunk of the cup of Tantahis. Farewell, 
ye best philosophers." 

Apollonius then embarked, and set sail with a fair and gentle 
breeze. He admired the Hypimsis, which at its mouth narrow and 
rocky hurries, through beetling cliffs, into the sea, with some danger 
to those who hug the land. He saw too the mouth of tho Indus, 
and Patala, a city built on an island formed by the Indus, where 
Alexander collected his fleet. And Damis confirms what Ortlmgoras 
has related of the Red Sea — that the Great Bear is not there visible; 
that at noon there is no shadow; and that the stars hold a different 
posiliou in the heavens. 

He speaks of Byblus with its large mussels, and of Pngala of tlie 
Orita) where tho rocks and the sands are of copper; of the Ichthyo- 
phagi and their city Stobern, where the people clothe themselves in 
tish-skins, and feed their cattle on fish ; of tho Carman, an Indian 
race and civilized, who of the fish they catch keep only what they 
can eat, and throw tho rest, living, back into the sea; and of Balara, 
where they anchored, a mart for myrrh and palms. He tolls too of 
the mode in which tho people get their pearls. In this sea, which is 
very deep, tho oyster of a white shell is fat, but naturally produces 
no pearls. When however tho weather is very calm and tho so.a 
smooth, and made still smoother by pouring oil upon it, tho Indian 
diver, equipped ns a sponge-cutter, with the addition of an iron plate 
and a bo.v of myrrh, goes down to hunt for oysters. As soon as ho 
has found one, he seats himself beside it, and with his myrrh stupefies 
it and makes it open its shell. Tho moment it does this, ho strikes 
it with a skewer, and receives on his iron plato cut into shapes tho 
ichor which is discharged from its wound. In these shapes the ichor 
hardens, and tho pearls thus made differ in nothing from real pearl.' 
This sea, he adds, is full of monsters, from which tho sailors protect 
themselves by bells at the poop and prow. Thus sailing, thoy at last 
reach the Euphrates, and so up to Babylon, and again meet Bardancs. 

In reviewing this account of India, our first enquiry is into tho 
authority on which it rests. Paniis was the companion of Apollonius, 

' la this nu indisliuct and gnrblcd account of the Cliiuesc mode of mnkhig 
pearls described iu a kto Jourunl of the Society T 
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60 Pliiloslratus and not improbably public rumour aflirmed. Damia 
wi'oto a journal, and, though no scholar, was according to Philostratus 
as capable as any man of correctly noting down what he aaw and 
hoard*. Rut Damia died, and hi.s journal, if journal he kept, Iny 
buried with him for upwards of a century, till ono of his family pre- 
sented it to the Empress Julia Donina, the wife ofSeverus, curiousiii 
such matters — But in what state? — untouched) — with no additions 
to suit llio Empress's taste 1 Who shall telH Again, the Empress 
did not order this journal to be published, but gave it to Philostratus, 
a sophist and a rhetorician, with instructions to re-write and edit it ; 
and so rc-writtcn and edited lie at length published it, but not till 
after the death of his patroness, the Empress. VVeighing then these 
circumstances, all open to grave suspicion, every one must admit that 
the journal of Dam is gives no authority to Philostratus's work; but 
that this last, and more especially the books which relate to India, 
may give authority to the journal and history. By their contents 
then they must be judged. 

That Apollonius should pay little attention to, and not very 
accurately describe, external objects, might be expected. One can 
understand thai, occupied with the soul and the gods, he should toil up 
the Hindu-kush without ono remark on its snow-corered pciiks — one 
plaint on the dinicultics and dangers of its ascent'. But how explain 
these lengthy descriptions of animals and natural wonders that never 
had existence ? If you put forward Danils — of the earth, earthy — an 
oii.gcr and credulous listener, you havo still to show how it is, that 
these descriptions so exactly tally with those of Ctesias and the histo- 
rians of Alexander J how it is they are never original, except to add to 
our list of errors, or to exaggerate errors already existing. Thus, on 
Caucasus, more fortunate than the soldiers of Alexander, he not only 
hears of Pronietlieus, but sees his chains. Ho climbs Mount Nysa, 
and has to tell of Bacchus and his orgies, — now no longer the inventions 
of flattery as Eratosthenes so shrewdly suspected, — for did not Damia 
there find his temple and his statue? — In general terms Seleucua 
Nicator and Onesicritus had vaunted the long life of elephants; but 
in Taxila, Damia admired the elephant of Porua, and on its golden 
bracelets read its namo and ago. Copying Ctesias, he speaks of tho 

' Aiarpifiiiv avaffia^at, /^ o,Tt ijKovaiv tf (iS(v avarvnuaat'—aipoipa iKufoc 
1)1', 1?, iirtrfSivi TOVTO apwra nrOpMirwi'.— I., c. 19. 

' Uaiigers wliicli not even Iliouou-Tlisatig wns iiidiflerent to ; but Apollouius'a 
iiuliirorciico wo may nccount for by on obscrvntiou of Cicero : " In India, qui 
eitpiuiitcs Imbciilur, nudi ictatcm ngunt, ct Caucasi uivcs tiyema)emi}ue vim 
licrforuiit eino rtolore."— Tuso. Qutoat,, L. v. 
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Ituliis, forty stadia brond wUoro narrowest* ; of giant Indians, fivo cubita 
bigli; of worms, with an inoxtinguishablo oil; of winged griftins, but 
instead of large as wolves, ho makes them largo as lions ; and of the 
swift one-horned ass, and the jewel Pantarbas, bofli of which ho and 
Apollonius saw. Similarly of two serpents or dragons, 80 and 140 
cubits respectively, pets of Aposoisares, Oncsicritug had heard, but 
Damis was present at a drngon-liunt, and had seen dragons' heads 
hanging as trophies in the streets of Paraka. Surely such informa- 
tion, not put forward as more reports, but solemnly vouched for, can 
never have come from a nmii who 1ms really visited India, or they 
came from one of as little authority as Mender Pinto, when ho gives 
an account of his expedition to and a dcsoription of the imperial 
tombs of China. 

But, it will bo said, these wonders woro the common stock in trade 
of Indian travellers j overy man believed in them, and every man who 
went to India and wrote of India, was ashamed of not seeing at least 
as much as his predecessors. Leaving then these common-places, 
examine Damis where ho is original, or nearly so. To him we owe 
the por))hyry tompio and tho niotal mosaics at Taxila; to him, that 
spur of Caucasus, stretching down from the Indian side of tho 
]Iy])hnsis to the Indian Ocean ; to him, its jicppor-forosts, and its 
monkeys, so useful in gathering tho pepper-harvests. Through him 
wo know of tho groves sacred to VcniiS; and tho unguent so necessary 
to an Indian marriage. Ho alono tells of tho wondrous hill; its 
crater-fire of pardon, its rain-cash, and its brimming-cup of Tantalus; 
and though of casks of the winds, and of self-acting tripods. Homer 
had already written; and though of a well of the test, Ctesias had 
vaguely heard, and its qualities 13ardasanos had described, to Damis 
belongs this merit, ho gave them local habitation, made thorn facts. 
With the Sophoi he lived four months in closest intimacy, and yet 
from his description of them, who shall say, who and what they were? 
To (he powers ho ascribes to them both Buddhists and Brahnmns 
protend. Bnt while their mode of election, determined by ancestral 
and personal character, points thorn out as Buddhists, their namo, 
their long hair, their worship of tho sun, declare them nrahn)alls^ 
Dut Buddhist or Brahman, at their feet iiftcr a long and weary travel 
Apollouius sits a disciple, and tiiey instruct him — in doctrines and 

' Pliilostrntus scnrccly so strong, ro yiip nXuifiov avrov roaovrov, its brcadtli 
nt llie ferry wliore pcoplo usually cross. — II., 17 nml 10. 

' Dnr(]ns.inc8, who know of Brnlnnans oud Buddliistji only from rcjiort, Ims 
given n very clenr nnd iutelligilile account of both. I Iiave alrondy referred to it. 
— Porphyry, iv, 17. 
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oi)inioiis which woro current at Alliens. In the very heart of India ho 
finds its sages, thongii "inland far they be," woU acquainted with 
Greek geography and the navigation of tlie Grecian seas, worshipping 
Greek gods, speaking Greek, thinking Greek, — nioro Greek than 
Indian. Absurd and impossible ns this description seems to us, our 
Daniis, if I judge him rightly, was not the man to advance what the 
Greek mind was wholly unprepared to receive. Accordingly, long 
ago Clitarohus and tlio historians of Alexander, had announced an 
Indo-Greek Bacchus ; to iiim, Megasthenos added a Hercules ; and, 
niore'rcccntly, Plutarch had proclaimed, I know not on what authority, 
that the Indians were worshippers of the Greek gods'. Vague rumours 
of such a worship were not improbably current; and Damis's journal 
merely confirnied them. Similarly, Nicolaus Damasccnus' first men- 
tioned the Greek language in coniicxion with In<iia. Ho states, that 
^vllen at Antioch iCpidapline (20 n.c), ho met with some Indian am- 
bassadors on their way to Augustus Cu)sar. They were three in 
number whom ho saw, and had originally been more, as their lettcni 
showed, but the greater part had perished on the road. Tlioir letter 
of credence was on parchment, and written in the name of Porus, and 
in Greek, It dcclareil that Porus, though lord over GOO kinjjs, much 
valued the friendalilp of Augustu.s, and w.'ia ready to open his kingdom 
to him and his people, and give him and them all duo assistance. 
Such was the tenor of tlio letter. The presents accomp.anylng it were 
in tho charge of eight naked slaves in girdles well anointed, and con- 
sisted of a youth whoso arms, when ho was a child, had licnn cut off 
at tho shoulders' — a sort of Mcrmo.s, whom Strabo liimsulf saw — some 
vipers, a snako ten cubits long, a river tortoise of four cubits, and a 
partridge somewhat larger than a vulture. Among the ambassadors 
was that Indian who burned himself at Athens, not as some do, to 
escape from present evils, but because having hitherto sncccoded in 
every thing, ho feared lest any longer life should bring him misery 
and disappointment; and .so, joyous and well-anointed, he leaped into 
the burning pile. This inscription is on his tomb :— " Hero lies Zar- 
nuinos Chcgan*, of Bargo.sa, who, according to his country's custom, 
gave himself immortality," Plutarch (end of tho Ist century) though 

' Villa supra, note 4, in iiiiRfi (III. 

= I'Yig. Hist., § 111, 1), 4I!(, 

' Tho words aro : nvm Ct Tit CMfxi rov rt "l'.ci/i<ii' urro tmv lofiiov n^.i/oi;/i(i'oi' 
(K viimov rovQ Pikixiovuc, ov H, ■iit't>i (i(i>iiiy. Liisson has trnnslnloil this n statue 
of Iloi'incs, tlic arms of wliicli lm<l been broken off nt the sbouUlrrs by a boy. To 
e.ty iiotliing of tlic bnishiicss of coii.slriiclidn nhicli such a Irniislation would imply, 
u imssnge from Dio Cnnsius (spoalts of tills Ilcriiics as a youth. 

* Crauiaun Karjn, teacher of tlio Crainaiis. — Lassen, iii. CO. 
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lio (Iocs not name tbe Indians in enumerating tlio great deeds of Alex- 
ander, narrates tiiat by Iiis means Asia was civilised and Homer road 
tlicro, and that the children' of Persians, Susians, and Gedrosians 
sang tho tragedies of Enripides and Sopliocles. Die Chrysostom', 
(cotcmporary with Plutarch, and a friend of Apollonius), in a pane- 
gyric upon Homer, insists upon his wide-spread reputation; that ho 
lived in the memory, not only of Greeks, but of many of the barbarians; 
" for his poems, it is said, aro sung by tho Indians, who havo trans- 
lated tlicm into their own language; so that a people who do not con- 
template tho same stars as ourselves, — in whoso heaven o)ir polar star 
is not visible, — are not unacquainted with the grief of Priam, and tho 
tears and waitings of Hoouba and Andromache, and tho courago of 
Achilles and Hector." /Elian, of about the same age as Philostratus, 
tells ns that not only the Indians, but tho kings of Persia also, have 
translated and sung the itoems of Homer, if one can credit thoso who 
write on these matters'." On such vague authority, coupled doubtless 
with the fact that an Indo-Greek kingdom had formerly existed, and had 
at ono time extended to the Jumna, and that barbaric kings so honoured 
Greece, that on their coins they entitled tbcmsolves Fhilhelleno*, Damis 
built up this part of his romance, which flattered Greek prejudices and 
soothed Greek vanity, and was willingly received by that influential 
and educated closs to whom it was addressed, and who were struggling 
to give new life and energy to the perishing religion of Greece. 

Of Damis's geography, I can only say that it reminds me of a 
fairy talo. As soon as ho leaves the well-known sconoof Aloxandor's 
exploits, he crosses mountains unknown to any map, and then describes 
an immense plain of fifteen days' journey to the Ganges, and eighteen 
days to the lied Sea, but which ho himself travels over in fourteen 
days; for in four days ho reaches the hill of tho Sophoi, and thence, 
in ten days, arrives at the ono mouth of tho Hyphasis. Who shall 
explain tlieso discrepancies, account for those mistakes, and flx locali- 
ties thus vaguely described 1 

Reviewing tho whole work of Philostratus, it seems to mo that 
Apollonius certainly protended to havo travelled through, and mado 
some stay in India, but that very possibly ho did not really visit it; 
niid that if he did visit it, our Damis never accompanied him; but, if 
we may judge from tho cinnamon and pepper-trees, the mangosteen, tho 

■ Kill Utpaoiv i^i Sovirmi'bii' i% riSptoaiiov naiStc rat EvptiriSoo i^ £v^oirXtot>c 
Tiiayuinas ijJoi', ill supra, 

■ Do Ilomero Oralio, till., 277} p. II. Keisko. 
' Vnriro Hist, L. xii., c. 48. 

* Buyer Reg. Grojc. Vaclrinul Hist., p. 117. 
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trade in pearls, and llio frequent reference to Egypt and Egyptian 
travellers, fabricated tliis journal perhaps from books written upon 
India, and talcs' current about India, which he easily collected nt 
that great mart for Indian commodities, and resort for Indian mor< 
chants — Alexandria. 

I Truccnblo to tlio same sources ns those from which DIo Clirysostom obtained 
his stories about India. In his oration to iho pGojile of Alexandria, he spcalis of 
Uactriaus, Scythians, Fcrsiaus, uuil a few Iiiilinim ((kouv rifiic), ns frequenting 
tlieir city (lb. I, p. 072); nnd as outhority for his Indian talc to tlicCclicni, lie gives: 
rtvtc rwi' aipiKvovfiDiiiv tipuaav' aipiKVovurat Si ov ttoXXoi rivii </iiropiaj eV«Kir. 
6vToi it iniiityvvvTiH roie irpnf Oa^^arrf' tovto fi arifiov tariv \vSiav ro y«rof, 
ol Tt aXXoi <\iiyouatv aurov(, — II., 72, p. 3, 



